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To Sylvaine, my wife, 
who has always supported me 

through hours of  working from home, day and night. 

To Valeria, our daughter: 
I know that she will always remember how much we owe to 

the United States of  America, why we trust 
the American people and that we are very, very proud 

of  being Italians. 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INTRODUCTION 
by Umberto Mucci 

Over the years I have often said that “Italy needs more America”. Of  

course this is my opinion, and not everyone agrees. And that’s fine. But I 

always say to people who do not share my thoughts: don’t take my word for 

it. There are 18 million people who are the best demonstration of  this: the 

Italian Americans. They are successful people, winners, with a passion for 

Italy: people who have the same DNA as us Italians living at home, but 

who have seen their talent, creativity, and hard work rewarded by American 

meritocracy and by the United States’ spirit of  freedom and 

entrepreneurship… by the American dream. That’s the reason why “Italy 

needs more America”: because the cooperation between Italy and America 

generates success and quality. Therefore, if  you are Italian American, not 

only does Italy need more America. Italy needs You.  

When I started these interviews, I didn’t have a clear vision of  where I 

would end up: a bit like Christopher Columbus, who wanted to go east and 

ended up west and discovered America, I certainly didn’t anticipate that the 

interviews would become a book, and that they would be the embryo of  

We the Italians: an online platform that today is the most complete 

repository of  content on the relations between Italy and the United States. 

And this is just the beginning: the best is yet to come, you will see.  

The book you are holding is the product of  the hard work of  a group of  

people: the team behind We the Italians. The protagonists of  the book are 

100 talented and successful people who love Italy. Some of  them live in 

Italy, others in the United States; some of  them were born in Italy and then 

moved to America, others are American-born with Italian descent. A couple 

I
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of  them don’t have any Italian roots, but they – just like tens of  millions of  

other Americans of  different descent – love one or more things about Italy. 

These 100 leaders were so kind as to share with me their point of  view on 

the relation between Italy and the United States: every one of  them is 

different, original, new, and describes one of  the several aspects that brings 

the two countries together. This list does not claim to be exhaustive: there 

are thousands of  lenses through which the relation between Italy and the 

United States can be analyzed, and the interviews on We the Italians will not 

stop here. Perhaps in a few years we will do a second book.  

In the meantime, I am confident that in this one you will find interesting 

things that you did not know about, people you have met or heard of  

before, stories and places you love. This book does not have scientific 

purposes: some of  the interviewees have written extensively and published 

volumes, and have themselves significantly contributed to scientific research 

and debate. This book on the other hand is a simple journey to discover 

some people and stories that contribute to making us proud to be Italian 

and to love the United States. The interviews were conducted between 2012 

and 2015. All of  them were modified in an effort to eliminate references to 

the current affairs of  their time. There may be mistakes, and for this I 

apologize: after all, this is my first book!  

We tried to help the readers navigate their way around the 100 interviews, 

published in alphabetic order. You will find a system of  tags, keywords, 

allowing anyone with an interest in one of  the following areas: New York, 

East, South East, New England, Great Lakes, Midwest, South, West or 

California; to know which interviews are about them. There are also non 

geographic topics recurring throughout the book, and the respective 

thematic tags will help the readers identify which interviewees talked about 

those topics. 

II
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I want to conclude with a few acknowledgements. First I want to thank my 

father, who taught me to love and be thankful to the United States. He was 

saved by the Fifth Army during the Second World War. He had escaped the 

Fascist prisons because he didn’t want to enlist with the regime. The 

Americans saved him, took care of  him, dressed him, fed him, armed him, 

freed his country, and then even gave him a medal. He spoke no English, 

but there were many Italian Americans in the Fifth Army. The Italian 

Americans had enlisted in great numbers, and many of  them asked to be 

sent to free the country that had entered the war against their new 

homeland, America. Three of  them in particular remained good friends of  

my father’s: Sal, Tiso and Gastaldo. I want to thank them too. They are now 

resting together with my father. Every year on Memorial Day, I go to pay 

homage to the 7,861 American soldiers buried in the Sicily-Rome American 

Cemetery near Rome, and when I do this I never forget those three friends 

without whom I would have never been born.  

My second thank you goes to the 100 leaders I interviewed, the 

protagonists of  this book. It is a privilege and a honor for me to be able to 

publish their stories and spread their knowledge, and I myself  have learnt a 

great amount from them.  

Finally, I want to thank all of  the Italian Americans or Italians who recently 

migrated to the United States who have come close to We the Italians, 

reading and interacting with us. Some of  them are among those who have 

done me the honor of  buying this book: there are many of  you, and every 

day you keep growing in numbers. We are the Italians who live in Italy and 

are interested in you, who learn from you, and who appreciate what you do. 

We will always be – should you wish so – your point of  reference in Italy.   

So here’s to Italy, here’s to the United States of  America. Two flags, one 

heart.  

III
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Thanks to the We the Italians team, for this book and for all the daily work at 

www.wetheitalians.com: Giovanni Vagnone di Trofarello e di Celle, Edoardo Colombo, 

Alessandra Bitetti, William Liani, Teresa O'Connell, Eva Wokan, Giovanni Verde, 

Francesca Papasergi, Paola Lovisetti Scamihorn, Alessio Gambino, Jennifer Gentile 

Martin, Francesco Onorato, Elda Buonanno Foley, Simone Callisto manca, Edoardo 

Peretti, Claudio Tanca, Lorenzo Agnoloni, Mariella Salvatori, Federica Pazzelli, 

Giulia Carletti, Giosuè Prezioso, Alice Gavazzi
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STEVE ACUNTO 

Chairman of  the Scuola d'Italia Guglielmo Marconi in New York, NY 

The Italian American Community gives us the opportunity to meet very 
successful persons on their job, who also serve some Italian institutions 
with passion and dedication, proudly giving their time and their experience 
for the best interest of  Italy in the US.  

Steve Acunto is one of  these: he has many roles because he has many 
qualities and a big heart, which beats for Italy, for the Italians and for the 
Italian Americans. 

Steve, you are the Chairman of  the Board of  the Scuola d’Italia 
Guglielmo Marconi of  New York, the only school in North America 
that provides a classical, bilingual education rooted in the Italian and 
European traditions. This year you have made an amazing 
acquisition – a 102,00 square foot building in Manhattan, for $55 
Million as a new home for La Scuola. 

New York is a most international community. We have 117 languages 
spoken in the five boroughs. La Scuola d’Italia is one of  only a few schools 
which are bilingual, and it provides an excellent education in the classical 

5 STEVE ACUNTO
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RANDY ALIMENT 
President of  the Italian Chamber of  Commerce in Seattle, WA and Portland, OR 

All of  a sudden, in October 2014 Seattle turned into the center of  
communications in and about the Italian American community. The Seattle 
city council voted to transform Columbus Day into Indigenous Day. Let’s 
talk about this and the relation between Italy and Seattle with Randy 
Aliment, President of  the Italian American Chamber of  Commerce in the 
Pacific Northwest.  

Randy, what happened with the Columbus Day in Seattle? 

The Seattle City Council approved, and the Mayor signed a Resolution, 
declaring the second Monday in October as Indigenous Peoples Day in 
Seattle. This day is the same as day as Columbus Day, a day widely 
celebrated by Italian Americans across America. In the opinion of  many 
people of  Seattle, the Mayor effectively told Italian Americans that our 
Italian heritage is less important than that of  Indigenous peoples. The 
entire process was unfair and gratuitously insensitive to Seattle’s Italian 
Americans. The Resolution does not acknowledge the vibrant immigrant 
Italian community in Seattle: it recognizes that Seattle was built upon 

8RANDY ALIMENT
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Angela Alioto 

Author of  the project "Piazza Saint Francis" in San Francisco, CA 

There’s a family that’s history runs through the decades serving the town of  
San Francisco: before Joseph, then his daughter Angela, now her son Joseph. 
There’s a project called Porziuncola Nuova that connected San Francisco to 
Saint Francis’ town, in Assisi. There’s a square in front of  a church in the 
North Beach, San Francisco’s Little Italy, that is about to become a true 
Italian Piazza. All these stories have someone in common: a force of  nature, 
Angela Alioto.  

Angela, yours is a very important Italian American family. Your father 
Joseph L. Alioto was the Mayor of  San Francisco from 1968 to 1976. You 
yourself  were elected as President of  the Board of  Supervisors and you 
have even written a book about your experiences in San Francisco 
politics, called "Straight to the Heart”. Now your son, Joseph Alioto 
Veronese serves as a San Francisco Police commissioner… family, 
service, tradition, it is a typical Italian American story, right? 

Yes, my father, Joseph Alioto, was mayor in San Francisco from 1968 to 1976. 
I have five brothers, no sisters.  

12ANGELA ALIOTO
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Renzo Arbore 
Singer and television author, producer, director and anchorman 

Music has always had an important place in the cultural exchange between 
Italy and the US. It played a fundamental role in the lives of  the early Italian 
immigrants at the beginning of  the last century, and was later the vehicle 
through which American enthusiasm and optimism travelled and infected 
Italy after the war.  

Nobody better than Renzo Arbore can describe this phenomenon. 
Amongst his many merits in promoting friendship between Italy and the 
US, Arbore was also involved in making the documentary  “Da Palermo a 
New Orleans” [From Palermo to New Orleans], dedicated to the Italian 
influence on the American music genre par excellence: jazz. Almost a 
decade ago, his fantastic tour – which included a memorable show in New 
York’s legendary Carnegie Hall – left the Italian American community 
enthusiastic: there is still talk of  it today.  

Renzo, you were one of  the key figures in the distribution here in 
Italy of  American music and what it represented. How was Italy 
affected by the arrival of  the American way of  making music and its 
way of  tying in with popular culture?  

16RENZO ARBORE
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Brando Ballerini 
President of  the Italian Chamber of  Commerce in Houston, TX 

If  many people only know Texas through the episodes of  the TV series 
Dallas, it is certainly worth seeking the help of  someone who knows the 
State well to break the stereotypes and tell us more about it. We thank 
Brando Ballerini, President of  the Italy-America Chamber of  Commerce in 
Houston, for this interview.  

Brando, can you tell us about the work of  the Chamber of  Commerce? 

I think the Italian Chambers of  Commerce abroad are best and quickest 
way for Italian companies to access foreign markets. Here in Houston, I 
modeled the Chamber – both in terms of  the structure and its activity – 
according to the business areas that are strongest here. Made in Italy 
products are certainly very important, but compared with other regions, 
here in Texas we must often act as an interface with big companies that 
operate for example in the subcontracting industry. So we provide technical, 
logistical, administrative and legal support also to big groups that already 
have a well established structure in place for doing foreign business.  
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Jennifer Baross and Jack Johnson 

Producers and Directors of  the documentary "Parducci the Man Who Made Detroit Beautiful” 

The beautification of  the US a lot due to Italian immigrants who showed 
their talent and genius all over America: Costantino Brumidi, Piccirilli 
Brothers, Livio Del Bianco are known by most of  the Italian Americans. 
One that deserves to be rediscovered and awarded for his huge talent is 
Corrado Parducci, who made a tremendous amount of  sculpture and 
designs that can be found walking around Detroit, and other cities, 
especially in the Great Lakes area. Now Jennifer Baross and Jack P. Johnson 
have started a crowdfunding project to do a documentary about Parducci.  

Hi Jennifer, hi Jack, please tell us about your project.  

The reason why we got started on this project was that we realized that in 
Detroit there are so many things done by Parducci: he was the source of  
many wonderful things in the city. But it seems that just a few people know 
about him 

We are both photographers and we have been taking photos of  the city for 
a couple of  years. A lot of  the architectural details that we have found in a 
lot of  buildings trace back to Corrado Parducci. Those buildings define our 
skyline, and among them there really are some of  the most significant 

23 JENNIFER BAROSS AND 
JACK JOHNSON



We the Italians. Two flags, One heart.  

 

Paul Basile  
Co-founder of  the Italian American War Veterans Museum in Chicago, IL 

Among the many fields that have seen the involvement of  Americans of  
Italian descent, the defense of  the US is particularly important. Italian 
Americans have a legacy of  bravery that dates back to the Revolution. 

In Chicago, there is a museum that honors Italian American war veterans, 
who will always have my eternal gratitude. And Paul Basile is, among other 
things, one of  those who made this place possible  

Paul, we think that the idea of  a museum like yours is very 
commendable. Please tell us more about it.  

The Italian American Veterans Museum and Library is the brainchild of  
Anthony Fornelli, a longtime national and local community leader. His 
uncle, Orlando "Lon" Fornelli was quite the hero in World War II. His unit 
was hemmed in by sniper fire on Guadalcanal and he went out into the 
jungle by himself, shot 13 snipers out of  the trees, and liberated his unit. 

Tony spent several years trying to convince various organizations in the 
community to create a museum in honor of  the millions of  Italian 

26PAUL BASILE
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Lidia Bastianich 

Chef, television host, writer 

Lidia Bastianich is the number one Italian chef  in the US, but she is first of  all 
a very nice person. A story of  success, talent, hard work: in a word, a story of  
Italianità. We are so glad to have the opportunity to meet her and ask her a 
few questions: we admire her, we love her cuisine, we are her number one fan. 
Go Lidia! And thank you very much for being as you are 

Lidia, is it true that you owe your passion for cooking to your 
grandma? Millions of  Italian American women will probably recognize 
themselves in this story … 

It is true; my grandmother was a huge influence on me. I was raised in a post 
war situation and, while we felt ethnically Italian, we weren’t permitted to 
speak Italian and we couldn’t go to church. My mother placed my brother and 
me with my grandmother in a town outside the big city. There I could speak 
Italian and my grandmother would take me to church regularly. She grew and 
raised everything we ate, so we had chickens, rabbits, goats and pigs. We made 
olive oil and wine; we dried peas and beans for the winter. I kept very much 
involved in food: growing it, tasting it and always helping. When my parents 
decided we needed to leave, hopefully for a better life, they didn’t tell my 

30LIDIA BASTIANICH
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Mauro Battocchi 
Italian Consul General in San Francisco, CA 

San Francisco is the Italian capital of  the West Coast. The destination of  a 
significant part of  Italian immigration, it is the symbol of  the American 
“frontier”, that kept moving to the West, and a place of  innovation: the city 
and the entire Northern California area represent a lot for Italy in the US. 
Consul General Mauro Batocchi, who has a solid and successful 
background in economic diplomacy, has been working there since 2013. He 
is the dynamic and attentive Consul that both a city such as San Francisco 
and a country of  production, innovation and excellence such as Italy, 
deserve.  

Mauro, in your area Italian innovation is often talked of  and 
celebrated. Aside from thanking you for believing in us more than we 
do ourselves this side of  the Ocean, we would like to know: are we 
Italians really so innovative, seen from over there?  

Italy’s strength in the field of  Information Technology is something rooted 
in our excellence in the field of  engineering. We have top universities that 
have formed and continue to form many engineers who – as Federico 
Faggin (the father of  the first microprocessor, and the symbol Italian 

34MAURO BATTOCCHI
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Anita Bevacqua McBride 

Chair of  NIAF’s Education and Scholarship Committee 

In 2014 NIAF received a donation of  $500,000 by the late Italian American 
Ernest L. Pellegri, who passed away in April 2012 at age 83. He wanted to 
give back, and chose NIAF to be the channel of  his generosity. We asked 
Mrs. Anita Bevacqua McBride, NIAF Chair of  the Education and 
Scholarship Committee, to talk with us about this beautiful occasion, which 
perfectly represents the great heart of  the Italian American community and 
how precious is NIAF in fostering the relations between Italy and the US.  

Mrs. Bevacqua, please tell us something about this operation. Is this 
really the largest single University Grant in NIAF’s history?  

Yes, it is, and it is very exciting. This donation allows us to award a grant to 
a single university at a large level.  We had been given other grants this big, 
$500,000 dollars for the Advanced Placement (AP) Italian Program, but 
that is targeted for various schools around the country that teach Italian. 
This grant is unique because it goes to one single university for one specific 
program. 

Please tell us a little bit more about this program 

38ANITA BEVACQUA MCBRIDE
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Edward Bevilacqua 

Vice President of  the Italian American Club of  Las Vegas, NV 

Wandering around the 50 States in search of  traces of  Italy on American soil, 
this time we land in Las Vegas. A city with a very different story than every 
other place; Las Vegas has a big, and most significantly, new Italian presence. 
Edward Bevilacqua can enlighten us and our readers about this.  

Ed, we know that the story of  the Italians in Las Vegas and in Nevada is 
also a story of  the mafia. When it comes to the Italians, unfortunately the 
mainstream narration almost always stops at that: but many Italian 
Americans participated in every aspect of  the city's growth… 

The story of  the mafia having had a big impact on Las Vegas is almost 
  .detareggaxe yltaerg si htym a ton si taht trap eht dna htym a yletelpmoc

Almost always, a vocal minority attracts a lot more attention than the silent 
majority; that is the case when it comes to the mafia and Las Vegas.  Yes, 
there were some colorful and unsavory characters in Las Vegas for a couple 
decades.  However, Las Vegas did not become the great city that it is because 
of  any mafia presence. The city grew from about 350,000 to 2,100,000 people 
beginning in 1975, once the large corporations came to town: in the 40’s 
through the 60’s it was pretty much a dusty place with limited laws and 
legalized gambling and lots of  opportunity. 
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Gina Biancardi  
Founder and President of  the Italian Cultural Foundation at Casa Belvedere in Staten 

Island, NY 

Often times thinking about New York conjures up skyscraper images of  
Manhattan; while thinking about the millions of  Italians who settled in New 
York City conjures up images of  Little Italy, or East Harlem, or Arthur 
Avenue in The Bronx. But if  we look at the statistics, the most dense 
population of  Italian Americans living in New York City is none other than 
Staten Island, or as it is also called, Richmond County. In fact, Richmond 
County boasts 35.7% of  its population being of  Italian origin. This is not 
only the highest population of Italian Americans found in all five boroughs of  
New York City, but it is also highest population of  Italian Americans found in 
any other county in the US.   

Furthermore, in the last 60 years Staten Island has had seven Borough 
Presidents, and only one of  them was non-Italian American.  With these 
overwhelming statistics, it is important to meet the main person who 
spearheaded the most prominent Italian Cultural Institute on Staten Island: 
Gina Biancardi. Gina is the founder of  The Italian Cultural Foundation at 
Casa Belvedere located on Grymes Hill, Staten Island. In only a few years 
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Claudio Bisogniero 

Italian Ambassador to the US 

The Italian language is a fundamental part of  our country’s image 
worldwide: it is an instrument of  culture, pride, historical evidence, even 
marketing. It is a rich and prestigious language, whose influence - I would 
argue – is even larger than the number of  people who speak it in the world. 

In the United States, Italian often goes hand-in-hand with quality and 
prestige, both in those who have traces of  Italy in their DNA, transmitted 
by ancestors who left our country to come to America, and those who do 
not have Italian origins - but love Italy and our language. We are happy and 
proud to talk about this subject with the most important Italian 
representative in the United States, His Excellency Claudio Bisogniero. We 
are very grateful for this opportunity to collaborate with the Embassy of  
Italy in Washington to promote a subject which is so dear to us all. 

Ambassador, how widespread is the teaching of  Italian in the United 
States?  

According to the modern Language Association, the number of  students 
learning Italian in American universities has increased over the last decade 
by almost 60%, jumping from 49,000 to over 80,000. The most recent 
report of  the American Council on the Teaching of  Foreign Languages 
shows that the number of  students learning Italian in high schools has 
grown consistently over the last few years, jumping from 65,000 to 78,000.  
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Michael Bonasera 

Co-founder of  the History of  Italian Immigration Museum in Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia is not only a fundamental historical place for the history of  the 
US, but also one of  the most important American cities for the Italian 
community in America. In June 2014 the History of  Italian Immigration 
Museum in Philadelphia opened to the public. Michael Bonasera is one of  
the co-founders, designer and curator of  the museum. 

Michael, who had the idea of  the museum, and when? 

The idea of  creating a museum was originally suggested by Dr. Pasquale 
Nestico and enthusiastically approved by Filitalia International Board of  
Directors in November of  2012. During the 2013 convention when asked: 
“Why members should reelect me to the Board?” I confidently declared: 
“Because I will ensure and vow to create the museum within a year!” With 
the project management skills of  my wife, Wanda and many months of  
developing the initial exhibits, we finally celebrated our Grand Opening on 
June 1, 2014. The History of  Italian Immigration Museum (HIIM) is a 
501(c)3 under the Filitalia Foundation with this vision: Celebrating Italian 
roots and American dreams!  
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Stephen A. Briganti 

President and CEO of  the Statue of  Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation in New York, NY 

“Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free, The wretched refuse of  your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, 
tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” This is the most 
famous part of  "The New Colossus", the poem engraved on a plaque on 
the inner wall of  the pedestal of  the Statue of  Liberty.  

Miss Freedom and Ellis Island are the two most important symbols that 
represent the mythical story of  those who arrived to New York in search of  
a future: millions of  them were Italians. Both these iconic historical places 
are part of  the Statue of  Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, and the President 
and CEO of  this Foundation is an Italian American gentleman, Mr. 
Stephen Briganti. 

Mr. Briganti, please tell our readers something about your Italian 
roots. You and New York Mayor Bill De Blasio come from the same 
family, right? 

We do. Our grandparents, his grandmother and my grandfather, were 
siblings. We are Brigantis from Grassano, in Basilicata.  

58STEPHEN A. BRIGANTI



We the Italians. Two flags, One heart.  

 
John F. Calvelli 

Executive Vice President of  the National Italian American Foundation 

The Bronx has been home of  many Italians during the XX century. It is 
impossible, for those who are interested in knowing the history of  the 
Italian American community, to ignore this New York borough; as it is 
impossible not to feel Italy in Arthur Avenue, that some call “the real Little 
Italy”. 

It is here that we’ve met John Calvelli, now Executive Vice President for the 
Public Affairs Division of  the Wildlife Conservation Society and for sure 
the best person to ask something about the relationship between Italy and 
The Bronx. 

John, we are doing this interview in Arthur Avenue, The Bronx, 
which some call “the real Little Italy”. Please tell our readers 
something more about this fascinating, magical place, and its 
wonderful markets. 

I think this is probably one of  the last fully functioning “Little Italies” left 
in the US. Why is that? Because we moved as a community, like with the 
other Little Italies when Italians started to have success and to be able to 
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Vito M. Campese 

President of  the Italian Scientists and Scholars in North America Foundation 

Thousands of  Italian scientists, intellectuals and researchers work in the US 
– sometimes because they were driven away from their country for the lack 
of  opportunity there, sometimes simply for the satisfaction they get from 
being able to demonstrate their excellence without having to compete in a 
race with increasingly high, futile, and damaging obstacles, and without 
feeling like a burden rather than a resource. Nobody better than ISSNAF 
President Prof. Vito Campese can tell us about this phenomenon of  
pressing and painful currency.  

Professor Campese, you are one of  the prestigious Italian 
professionals who carry out their work in the US. You are also 
President of  ISSNAF, the Italian Scientists and Scholars in North 
America Foundation. What is this exactly?  

ISSNAF is a foundation for and of  all the Italian scientists and men of  
culture working in North America. It has close to four thousand members: 
these are Italians who work, study, teach, and do research in all sectors of  
the sciences and humanities in the US and Canada.  
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Dominic Candeloro  

Author of  the book "Italians in Chicago” 

There is a major city in the US where the history of  Italian emigration, is 
undoubtedly embodied by a personality, universally recognized and 
appreciated. That city is Chicago, and the person who has been studying for 
a long time the Italian emigration and presence there, is Dominic 
Candeloro. 

Dominic, you are an expert of  the Italian emigration to Chicago and 
its area. Please tell us something more about that 

Well, let me start with the end. In Chicago about 7% of  the population is 
Italian American, and we have not had a significant number of  local 
political figures elected. 

In my book “Chicago's Italians. Immigrants, Ethnics, Americans” I outline 
that the early immigrants were mainly small hardworking businessmen who 
bought properties in the Loop (the center of  the city), and became rich as 
those properties considerably increased their values. They were basically 
business people from Genova, but then later in Chicago emigrants arrived 
from all over Italy.  
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Laura Caparrotti 

Theatre actress, producer, director and founder of  In Scena Teatro NY 

New York is not just Manhattan. Laura Caparrotti knows it well. Roman by 
birth and New Yorker by adoption, she is the creator of  “In scena! Italian 
Theater festival NY” that once a year brings the Italian theater in all five 
boroughs of  New York City. 

Laura, “In scena! Italian Theater festival NY” is done by you and 
your group at KIT-Kairos Italy Theater. Tell us about it. 

KIT was actually born long before 1996… in 1993/94 me and my friends 
formed a small company as many young actors do to experiment their own 
work. The company was called "Le gramaglie", but then one day at Palazzo 
delle Esposizioni at an exhibition dedicated to Lysippos I saw a picture of  
this Greek demigod called Kairos, that symbolized the concept of  seizing 
the moment, something that will disappear if  you don’t grab it when you 
can. 

I decided to give that name to my company, calling it Kairos Theater: 
"Italy" was added in the US because here I was asked if  the company was 
Egyptian. Then one day my friend Susana Kulia, who was acting with me, 
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Fabrizio Capobianco 

Founder and President of  TOK.tv 

The American Dream has always meant, “to make it" on one’s own merits, 
and millions of  Italians went to America first for survival and then for 
success: this means that the union between Italian entrepreneurs and the US 
are a very important topic for a journey like ours.  

Among the many success stories of  Italian entrepreneurs who made their 
businesses a reality in the US, we talk now to Fabrizio Capobianco, who 
combines the positive features of  the Italians and also those of  the 
Americans: a true testimonial of  the winning mix that these two nations 
generate when they merge.  

Fabrizio, when you decided to move to the US you were already an 
entrepreneur, despite your young age… 

I have always been a lover of  the US, as a child, when I was reading about 
baseball and I had them in my heart. In 1995 I had just founded Internet 
Graffiti, which was the first web company in Italy, and I came here as an 
invited scientist at HP Labs in Palo Alto. I came back to America because I 
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Lucio Caputo  

Founder and President of  the Italian Wine and Food Institute 

Dr. Lucio Caputo is a historical Italian and Sicilian presence in New York: a 
pillar of  the Italian community in the Big Apple, with several ongoing 
activities representing our country in the city that never sleeps. 

Dr. Caputo, you have been leading for more than 30 years the Italian 
Wine & Food Institute (IWFI), which you also founded. But your 
success in the promotion of  the Italian wine goes back further than that 

I founded the IWFI when I left ICE (the Italian Trade Commission) in 
1982. During my mandate at the ICE New York office, I started a great 
promotional campaign in favor of  Italian wines, which began in 1974 and 
ended in 1982. Before the campaign, Italy was exporting 362,000 hectoliters 
of  wine a year to the US. In 1983, the annual export reached 2,400,000 
hectoliters, an increase of  563% (this data is available on our website: 
www.iwfinews.com). All of  the ICE offices worked together to ensure this 
success, using a coordinated strategy targeted to the business of  exporting 
the product (even public and media relations), something that had not 
occurred in the past. I toured most of  the US, talking to media from a 
variety of  news agencies. We also opened the wine bar on the 5th floor of  
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Simone Cinotto 

Author of  the book "Making Italian America: Consumer Culture and the Production 
of  Ethnic Identities” 

It is common to read about how the American consumer society influenced 
Italy after World War II:  but how did it influence our compatriots who 
emigrated in America? And, did they influence the American society, and 
how? Prof. Simone Cinotto is the author of  a very interesting book that 
analyzes this theme. 

Professor Cinotto, your latest book is "Making Italian America: 
Consumer Culture and the Production of  Ethnic Identities". Please, 
tell us something about it  

Within the study of  the experience of  Italian emigrants to the US, very little 
has been said about their experiences as consumers. It is something that I 
found rather very important, because the identity of  ethnic minorities is also 
reconstructed through the products they consume, which reflects their 
lifestyle. 

The culture and life of  these Italian Americans, although relatively poor and 
with a low level of  education and little money to spend, has influenced the 
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Gaetano Cipolla 

President of  Arba Sicula 

Everyone knows that the first regional group among the Italian community 
in the US is the one from Sicily. The period of  mass emigration, the one 
starting in 1880 and ending more or less in the early 20’s of  the XXth 
century, didn’t see at the beginning Sicily as the main region of  departure. 
Some Sicilians had previously gone to New Orleans (at the end of  XIX 
century, 90% of  the 30,000 Italians who lived in New Orleans were from 
Sicily), or to California: their huge contribution to the mass emigration had 
a profound acceleration starting from 1900. Sicilians were very much 
discriminated against at that time: in 1911 in Louisiana they were described 
as “not white”.  

As time passed, some of  this changed, until the movie “The 
Godfather” (from a very successful book written by the Sicilian Mario 
Puzo) once again brought Sicily to the center of  the stage, once more in not 
a very pleasant light. Nowadays, millions of  Italian Americans, dozens of  
groups, several feasts and festivals are proud of  their Sicilian heritage and 
happy to celebrate it: we talk about this with Prof. Gaetano Cipolla, 
President of  Arba Sicula.  
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Jerry Colangelo 

Chairman of  the National Italian American Sports Hall of  Fame in Chicago, IL 

Sport has always been a fundamental instrument to promote the cultural, 
social, economic and commercial growth of  the American society. The 
American approach to sport has forged generations of  boys and girls into 
the the winning character of  the American society; sport has often acted as 
a true spokesman of  American pop culture, helping to make it interesting 
and admired and even imitated worldwide. 

The role of  sport in the development of  the US economy is immeasurable. 
One can measure the huge investments of  constant modernization of  
infrastructure; the impact of  merchandising; the business of  sports rights 
with all the new technologies and new devices; the money that every day is 
spent in buying every kind of  gadget that allows Americans to play sports at 
any age, in any place and for any physical condition, or just to root for their 
teams; the thousands of  dollars spent on advertising and promotion in the 
context of  any kind of  sport event; the business turnover of  the media that 
deal with this huge slice of  the American economy: and these are 
impressive numbers. But what one just cannot quantify is how important is 
to teach to improve oneself  skills and bet on them; to research and innovate 
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Maria Teresa Cometto 

Author of  the exhibition "Make in Italy. 50 years of  Italian innovation” 

The love for Made in Italy often comes from the admiration for the many 
wonderful things done in the past by the Italians. That's fine, but let’s not 
forget the great things that nowadays Italy does in the world of  innovation: 
and there are very good stories to be told. 

We can talk about Italian Innovation not only with Silicon Valley heroes, 
but also with a "Silicon Alley" expert: this is how you define the start-up 
movement active in Manhattan and the surrounding areas. Maria Teresa 
Cometto is an Italian journalist who lives in New York, and is now the 
point of  reference for those who want to know more about the world of  
innovative start-ups in the Big Apple. Together with the venture capitalist 
Alessandro Piol, she is the author of  the book "Tech and the City”. She 
also has created, together with Italian Digital Champion Riccardo Luna, a 
wonderful exhibition called "Make in Italy": a hit already seen by hundreds 
of  thousand visitors between Rome, Milan and New York. 

Maria Teresa, how is the Italian scene of  innovation, from the New 
York perspective?  
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Domenick Crimi 

President of  9th street Italian market in Philadelphia, PA 

During the years of  mass emigration from Italy, one of  the peculiarities of  
the Little Italys all over the US definitively was the street market. Many used 
to spend several hours on the street: people would work hard, start their 
small business, socialize with other “paisanos”, meet friends and maybe 
future spouses, get a life away from problems and crime. Food was the one 
need that the Italians could not escape from, while living a very basic life, 
saving money to be sent back home. 
In time most of  these street markets ended, for several reasons: people 
moved from the Little Italy’s, they could afford better places, cities got new 
urbanizations, trade changed its rules. But one place is still up and running 
pretty good, and celebrated last year its 100th anniversary: it is America’s 
oldest outdoor market and we’re talking about Philadelphia’s 9th Street 
Italian Market. That’s why we’re happy and proud to host as our guest the 
President of  the association, which runs the market, our friend Domenick 
Crimi.   

Domenick, first of  all please tell us something about yourself. You are 
the President of  the South 9th Street Business Men's Association 
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Matilda Cuomo 
Founder of  Mentoring US 

In the recent history of  Italian immigrants in America – a community of  
around 20 million people from the second generation onwards – there are 
few references, emblematic personalities, shared and recognized by all. These 
are often established artists, great business leaders, or successful sportspeople. 
But there is one woman who represents all of  the best qualities of  the Italians 
who emigrated to the US. Her name is Matilda Ruffo Cuomo, and we can 
happily say that we too fell in love with her energy, spontaneity, and liveliness. 
She is a force of  nature with the enthusiasm of  a child, despite having a long 
history of  success.  

Describing her as the wife – sadly, now the widow – of  Mario and mother of  
Andrew is correct, because family for her comes first. Yet it doesn’t quite do 
justice to the many achievements she was able to attain in her field. If  it is 
true that behind every successful man there is a great woman, in this case 
there is a great woman behind two successful men, and this explains the 
enthusiasm that everyone feels towards Matilda Cuomo.    
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Bill Dal Cerro 

President of  the Italic Institute of  America 

With the exception of  Louis Zamperini in 2014 “Unbroken”, it has been 
almost impossible to find Italian American positive characters in the 
Hollywood storytelling of  last decades. While Italian Americans have 
proved their talent and their hardworking attitude with an exceptional 
positive contribution to American society, economy, culture in any possible 
field, fiction and movies seem to tell again and again the same old negative 
stereotype. 

In 2014 a very interesting study about this topic has been promoted by the 
Italic Institute of  America, who also updated the study in 2015. Bill Dal 
Cerro is the President of  IIA. 

Bill, in 2015 you updated your very interesting years-long study of  
Hollywood's treatment of  the Italian mobster, "Film Study: A 
Century of  Little Progress" (1914 - 2014). What is this study, and 
when and why you had the idea of  working of  something like this? 

As a trained journalist and film critic as well as educator, I found it 
imperative that the Italian American community get serious about analyzing 
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Albert De Lauro 

Chairman of  the Board of  the Ferrari Club of  America 

When I was a child, I had the privilege to shake Enzo Ferrari’s hand. I 
didn’t know who that old man was, but my father, who was born very close 
to Maranello, seemed to be very fond of  him, and so I knew that he was 
somebody important. When I told this to Albert DeLauro, the Chairman of  
the Board of  the Ferrari Club of  America, he probably felt the same good 
envy that I felt thinking about him being a Ferrari owner. Let’s hear from 
him what the Ferrari Club of  America is, and why it is so important talking 
about Italy and the US. 

Albert, the Ferrari Club of  America is the world’s largest Ferrari club. 
Please tell us something about it 

Our history started more than 50 years ago, in 1962, when eight Ferrari 
owners met in Fort Wayne, Indiana and decided to found the Ferrari Club 
of  America. In 1963, that club became legally formalized under US laws but 
soon was given written permission by Enzo Ferrari to use the Ferrari 
trademark, the little rectangular nose badge from the car with “cavallino 
rampante” and the yellow background. So in 1964 we were formally 
recognized as the Ferrari Club in the US and Canada.  
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Gianluca De Novi 

Instructor at the Harvard Medical School, MA and Co-founder of  Triotech Ventures 

Innovation in America has always been synonymous with Silicon Valley, but 
recently Harvard surpassed the legendary Californian area regarding the 
biotech industry: indeed, thanks to a new huge campus dedicated to 
entrepreneurship that will rival that of  MIT, the Boston/Cambridge area is 
likely to become the main center of  attraction of  investments in the US. 

In this area works Gianluca De Novi: a young Italian native of  Bernalda, a 
small village in Basilicata, who is another excellent example of  those young 
successful Italians in America we always meet with great pleasure and 
interest, hoping to be able to contribute, telling their stories, to promote 
more and more the collaboration between Italy and the US. 

Gianluca, how did you get to the US? 

Thanks to my stubbornness. When I was in Bologna I did a PhD in 
robotics applied to surgery and there I started to deal with these 
topics. After my doctorate I came to the US for six months to complete my 
journey of  research and to meet my American colleagues; after a while I 
began receiving the first proposals to stay. Coming here was a bit 
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Andrè DiMino  

Executive Director of  UNICO 

Among the various aspects of  the Italian American experience, the problem 
of  discrimination and stereotypes is not a small one. There are those who 
feel right to fight hard, and others who believe that they prefer to ignore 
these things. Both are moved by the same desire to do what they feel best 
for the Italian American community. The casus belli of  this new wave of  
problems has been Jersey Shore, an awful show that brought the 
stereotypical anti-Italian American on a new level: first it was a movie, then 
a fiction, than again "reality", targeting young Italian Americans. 

Andrè DiMino is the leader of  those who fight this situation. He does it 
with an incredible passion, and strong communication skills: always 
speaking very clearly, with no fear. Andrè is also the Executive Director of  
UNICO, a network with 140 chapters in 22 states. Not only in Italy we 
don’t know that there’s somebody defending our country; we don’t even 
know that Italy and the Italians are under attack. All the more reason to 
thank him. 

Andrè, you are the Executive Director of  UNICO. Please tell our 
readers something about this important association 
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Philip J. DiNovo 

President of  the American Italian Heritage Association and Museum in Albany, NY 

New York is no doubt the State with the highest number of  Italian 
Americans in the country. Nevertheless, even if  almost everybody seems to 
be interested just in New York City, in Upstate New York there is a huge 
Italian American population.  

In Albany, the Capital city of  the Empire State, about 150 miles north of  
Manhattan there are plenty of  them; and there is also a museum and 
cultural center that celebrates our heritage and culture. As often, this 
museum exists thanks to a visionary pioneer who founded it and still 
volunteers there: Professor/ Cavaliere Philip J. DiNovo.  

Philip, you are the founder and President of  the American Italian 
Heritage Association and Museum in Albany, NY. Can you tell us 
something about the history of  this institution?  

Back in 1979 I called together other college professors and we discussed 
starting an organization to record and preserve our Italian heritage: so we 
founded the American Italian Museum. This museum’s purpose is to honor 
the Italian immigrants and made it possible for other Italians to have the 
kind of  life that we have in America thanks to their sacrifice. This sacrifice 
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Francis M. Donnarumma 

Secretary of  the National Italian American Bar Association 

One of  the most important and powerful fields of  the American society, 
the judiciary system, has seen and sees a very large number of  successful 
Italian Americans. This is very important, because it means that not only 
they were able to reach economic success and make money; but that they 
also gained the trust of  the American people, being lawyers or prosecutors 
or judges, from the local level up to the Supreme Court. 

To address this topic we’re meeting one of  those successful Italian 
Americans: Francis Donnarumma is a lawyer, the Secretary of  the National 
Italian American Bar Association and Past President of  the Connecticut 
Italian American Bar Association. 

Fran, what’s the story of  your Italian family, and when did it become 
an Italian American story? 

My family’s story really began on one mountain top, in Italy, in the province 
of  Avellino. It is a typical story. Francesco Donnarumma, my grandfather, 
was born in the town of  Frigento and my other grandfather, Michele 
Giordano, was born on the very same mountain top, in the town called 
Sturno. The two young men – twelve and fourteen years old – left Italy and 
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Francesco Durante 

Author of  the book "Italoamericana. The Literature of  the Great Migration, 
1880-194” 

The relationship between Italy and the US can be analyzed by several 
different points of  view. This time, we will do it regarding the aspect given 
by literature, covering a very long range of  time. We can do it thanks to the 
most important expert about this topic: Prof. Francesco Durante. 

Francesco, you wrote a few very prestigious volumes describing a 
fundamental aspect of  the Italian experience in America: the 
literature. Please tell us something about your books 

I started to specialize in this subject thanks to John Fante. Fante is the 
typical narrator of  the second generation: he’s an eyewitness of  the family 
life of  those who were between two worlds, often illiterate.  

While I was reading Fante, I wondered why we know about this first 
generation only through the stories of  the next generation. So I began my 
research, which led me to discover a world of  books and newspapers, songs 
and poetry, theater and political writings. Of  course there were several 
writers who wrote in Italian for an Italian American audience. The material 
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Oscar Farinetti  

Founder of  Eataly 

A few years ago, an electronic supplies company launched an extremely 
interesting advertisement campaign, whose claim was “optimism is the 
scent of  life”. The man behind the company who presented itself  to the 
public with such a powerful statement was Oscar Farinetti, a serial 
entrepreneur that soon after launched Eataly. 

When he thought about bringing the Italian excellence in food and wine 
around the world, people must have thought he was crazy. But he wanted 
to, and doing it while exalting diversity, peculiarities, and traditions in a way 
that none before ever accomplished: by gathering together thousands of  
small producers. Micro-productions are at the foundation of  the amazing 
quality and variety of  the Italian food market, but also made it almost 
impossible to export it. At least until Farinetti decided he had to. 

Today, Eataly is a great success story, in Italy and abroad: an example of  
how enthusiasm and perseverance, vision and love for Italy are still 
nowadays an incredible recipe for success. Oscar Farinetti is a ball of  fire, 
and the US is close to his heart. Eataly is now in New York (a huge success) 
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Gianluca Fontani 

President of  the Italian Chamber of  Commerce in Miami, FL 

Gianluca Fontani is the President of  the Italy-America Chamber of  
Commerce in Miami. On our journey to meet the protagonists of  the 
relations between Italy and the US, we think it is important to give a voice 
to the president of  a fundamental institution such as the Italian Chamber in 
one of  the most important areas for business in the US. We thank him for 
his time.  

Gianluca, what kind of  services do you provide to the members of  
your Chamber of  Commerce?  

The Italy-America Chamber of  Commerce in Miami has been active since 
1991. Over the years, many Italian firms have come to us to find out about 
the business opportunities and get information on the features of  this 
particular market.  

We provide orientation guides, lists of  importers-distributors, we carry out 
market research and organize B2B interactions putting Italian producers in 
touch with professional buyers in the US.  
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Mario Fratti 

Playwright and Tony Awards winner 

Broadway is one of  the most famous and sparkling iconographic 
representations of  the American leadership in the world. It is “the myth” 
for every actor, screenwriter, director, choreographer: for anyone who 
dreams of  being part of  the show business. 

In Broadway, Italy is not well represented: unlike other areas in which 
Italian Americans have climbed one by one the steps of  the ladder of  
success, in Broadway there is only one. But a great one. His name is Mario 
Fratti, the author of  many successful works, the most important of  which 
has won many awards and stayed on stage for a long time: it is called 
"Nine" and tells about the story of  one of  the greatest Italians ever in the 
show business, Federico Fellini. 

Mr. Fratti, you are a true icon of  Italian theatre in the US. Please tell 
us something about your relationship with this wonderful country  

In Italy I was active in the theatre, and I even won 33 awards. But in Italy 
there’s a tendency to ignore Italian writers. I know at least ten more 
playwrights in Italy who are as good as I am, but they have no success 
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Frank Fusaro 

Chairman of  the Columbus Citizens Foundation of  New York, NY 

October is Italian Heritage Month in the US, with festivals and parades 
organized all over the country to celebrate it. The most important and 
without a doubt most popular of  these events is Manhattan’s Columbus 
Day, organized by the Columbus Citizens Foundation. We have the honor 
and pleasure of  talking with Frank Fusaro, Chairman of  the Foundation. 

Frank, what are the history, mission and main activities of  the 
Columbus Citizens Foundation?  

The Columbus Foundation was founded 72 years ago, by a group of  
businessmen, lawyers, doctors and professors of  Italian American origin 
who came together to celebrate their pride and love for Italy with a parade 
on New York’s Fifth Avenue. Today we have 600 members, of  Italian 
ancestry who are all highly successful professionals in their field. 

Our mission is both cultural and philanthropic. We honor and promote the 
culture, history, family values and heritage of  Italians and Italian Americans 
which we were so blessed to have received. The first Italians to arrive here 
in great numbers came to this country seeking opportunity and a better life 
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Mary Jo Gagliano  

Author of  the exhibition "La Storia: Birmingham's Italian community", AL 

It is known that millions of  Italian immigrants went to the big cities on 
both coasts: but some of  them spread all over the US, looking for a place 
to start a new life. Those who went to smaller and less known places, in 
smaller but not less important communities, had an experience that is 
similar but at the same time different than their fellow Italians in the big 
cities. 

In Birmingham, Alabama, Italians have been celebrated with a beautiful 
exhibition: that is why we are so glad to welcome Mary Jo Gagliano, who 
planned, organized, managed and brought this project to fruition, with 
the help of  some members of  the Italian American Heritage Society of  
Birmingham.  

Mary Jo, please tell us something more about this wonderful 
project sponsored by the Italian American Heritage Society of  
Birmingham, Alabama: “La Storia: Birmingham’s Italian 
community” 
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Mauro Galli 

President of  the Italian Chamber of  Commerce in Chicago, IL 

On our journey to find out what Italy means in the US, today we meet Mauro 
Galli, President of  the Italian American Chamber of  Commerce in Chicago, 
as well as of  the most important organization that brings together leading 
American travel companies specializing in tourism to Italy. We thank 
President Galli for our talk, which, in a way, counts as double.  

Mauro, you have been an entrepreneur in the tourism sector for several 
years. Based in Illinois, you promote Italian culture in America, 
encouraging American citizens to visit some of  the beauties of  our 
country. You are also President of  the Italian Travel Promotion Council 
(ITPC), which is comprised of  the main American travel companies to 
Italy. What can Italy do in order to better exploit its exceptional 
treasures?  

I have been head of  ITPC for around 12 years: this is comprised of  21 very 
important travel operators in the field of  tourism to Italy. For several years 
now, we have been presenting the different Italian Governments with 
suggestions derived from our experience in the sector.  
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Thomas Gambino 

Past Vice President of  the Friends of  Italy Society of  Hawaii, HI 

Somebody asked me if  I wanted to look for Italian traces in every one of  
the 50 States. I answered “maybe”, and started to think about the one State 
where it probably would have been more difficult: maybe Hawaii, I thought. 
But then, no. And so, here we are with my good friend Thomas Gambino, a 
very proud Italian American of  Sicilian descent who lived  in Hawaii for 
many years, is married to a Hawaiian woman and is the author of  the book 
“The Scattered Italians: Reflections on a Heroic Journey”.  

Thomas, what’s the story of  the Italians and the Hawaii?  

Well, Umberto, it’s a long story. I’ll just throw a few names.  

In 1542 an Italian navigator, Giovanni Gaetano, sailing for the Spanish 
spotted the Hawaiian Islands while on his way to the Far East. It took 230 
years before the next European, the famous Captain Cook, saw our islands. 
We are sure about this, but the historians say that this has still to be certified 
before it becomes official.  

Another story to be certified is the one about Giacomo Gastaldi, a gifted 
Genovese cartographer who in 1561 conceived and produced the first 
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Marianna Gatto 

Executive Director of  the Italian American Museum of  Los Angeles, CA 

Italian emigration touched many American cities. Italians not only stopped 
on the east Coast, and those who came to the West Coast not only went to 
San Francisco: some of  them also went to Los Angeles, where now there’s a 
great project to commemorate the Italian and Italian American experience 
in southern California, and to tell and educate about the Italy of  yesterday 
and today. 

The executive director and true soul of  the Italian American Museum of  
Los Angeles is a young and passionate Italian, born in California and expert 
of  the Italian identity in the US, also author of  the book “Los Angeles's 
Little Italy”: Marianna Gatto.  

Marianna, you are the Executive Director of  the Italian American 
Museum of  Los Angeles, a wonderful project that is going to be 
opened next year. You are working very hard on this ambitious, and 
important project. Please tell us a little bit more about the Italian 
emigration to LA and about the mission of  the museum  
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Gerald R. Gems 

Author of  the book "Sport and the Shaping of  Italian American Identity” 

Sport is a very important topic in our trip around the US looking for how, 
when and where Italians have left positive contributions to the growth of  
the American society. Sport champions are often true heroes in the US: and 
some of  those heroes have been Italian Americans. 

Prof. Gerald R. Gems has written a very interesting book about this topic: 
“Sport and the shaping of  the Italian American identity”. He is the perfect 
guest to talk about this 

Professor Gems, in your book you analyze the role of  sport in the 
formation of  the Italian American identity… 

When Italian immigrants came to the US they had no sense of  an identity. 
Italy had only been liberated from foreign powers after 1860 and most 
people, especially in the Mezzogiorno, did not see themselves as Italians. 
Their loyalty was not to the new government, but to their families and 
paesani in their villages. 

When they migrated to America, they did not yet see themselves as 
American, and the white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant Americans did not 
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Douglas Gladstone 

Author of  the book "Carving a Niche for Himself: The Untold Story of  Luigi Del 
Bianco and Mount Rushmore” 

There are many ways to analyze the contribution of  the Italian Americans 
to the society, the economy, the culture, the greatness of  the US. One of  
these ways is celebrating those who have given their talent and their hard 
work to build monuments known and loved by every American, and not 
only by the Americans.  

There’s an Italian who contributed with a very important role to build a 
unique monument, the most famous of  the US. Only a few Italian 
Americans know of  him, and almost nobody knows his story in Italy: we’re 
talking about Luigi Del Bianco, chief  carver of  the Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial. Douglas Gladstone has written a book about this, 
“Carving a Niche for Himself: The Untold Story of  Luigi Del Bianco and 
Mount Rushmore”, and he accepted to tell us something more about this 
very talented and brave fellow Italian. 

Douglas, who was Luigi Del Bianco? 

Born in 1892, Del Bianco was from the municipality of  Meduno, in the 
Province of  Pordenone, which produced a lot of  talented taiapiera 
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Maria Gliozzi 

Co-Founder of  the American Initiative For Italian Culture 

In our journey to discover the thousands of  different angles useful to 
analyze the relationship between Italy and the US, books are undoubtedly 
essential. That is why we meet Maria Gliozzi, founder of  AIFIC - American 
Initiative For Italian Culture and organizer of  the Book Award The Bridge. 

Maria, you are one of  the founders and directors of  AIFIC - 
American Initiative For Italian Culture. How did it start, and what’s 
your mission? 

Our young non-profit organization was founded about three years ago in 
Washington, DC. It operates with a very specific goal: to promote cultural 
exchanges between Italy and the US. The American people love Italy and its 
artistic, cultural, culinary, and historical heritage. There is a great attention, in 
particular, to understand how our cultural life is growing, how it is changing 
and influencing the society, what kind of  impact the arts have on us.  

In this scenario, we wondered how to stand out and differentiate our 
activities, how to create something new and different.  
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Michael W. Homer 

Honorary Italian Consul in Salt Lake City, UT 

Utah is certainly not the first State where one imagines to find Italian 
contents, but it still has a significant amount of  traces of  Italian heritage. 
Mike Homer, the Honorary Italian Consul in Salt Lake City, is probably the 
most educated living expert about this: let’s go learn something … let’s go 
west!    

Mike, a recent report from the prestigious Kaufman Foundation says 
that Utah is the number one State for small business. In 2011 you’ve 
also been the nation's leader in new tech startups, more than 
Massachusetts with the MIT and even than California with the Silicon 
Valley: we’re proud to say that part of  these achievements certainly 
come from the hard work of  an Italian American, Troy D’Ambrosio, 
the Director of  the Pierre Lassonde Entrepreneur Center at the 
University of  Utah. Why is Utah so advanced in fostering innovation 
and small businesses? 

Because of  professionals like Troy D’Ambrosio, Utah has developed a very 
pro-business environment for business startups. In addition, the State has an 
educated work force, affordable living and outdoor recreation options which 
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William A. Jennaro 

Past Chairman of  Festa Italiana Milwaukee, WI 

Among the more than 300 festivals that celebrate Italy every year in the US, 
a number that seems impossible but instead is real, a particular one is in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Let’s face it, this is not the first city that comes to 
our mind when we think about the American places of  the Italian 
emigration: and probably it isn’t even in the top ten. Still, every year a huge, 
impressive “Festa Italiana” shows with a big success an incredible interest, 
love and passion for Italy, something that we the Italians who live in Italy 
wouldn’t imagine. Bill Jennaro is practicing attorney in Milwaukee who was 
an elected Judge of  the County and then the Circuit Court and served in 
those capacities for 12 years before returning to the practice of  law: he is 
also the former chairperson of  the Festa and now “just a volunteer”, as he 
humbly told us: with a love for our country that you don’t find every day.  

Bill, please tell us something about Festa Italiana in Milwaukee 

It is a celebration of  Italian heritage, culture and food, on the beautiful 
shores of  Lake Michigan – one of  the five great lakes of  the US.  

Each summer there are many ethnic festivals in this facility: Italian, Polish, 
German, Irish, Mexican, Indian, Arab; plus a pride festival, so eight festivals 
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Adam Kaplan 

Vice President of  "Sister Cities International” 

In our discovery of  new points of  view from which to analyze the 
relationship between Italy and the US, today we want to talk about Sister 
Cities programs. There is an American institution, called “Sister Cities 
International”, which takes care of  these aspect of  how the US partner up 
with other countries.  

So we are happy today to have as our guest Adam Kaplan, Vice President 
of  “Sister Cities International”, who will tell us something about how the 
partnership is between Italy and the US from this angle. 

Adam, please tell us something about the Sister Cities International 
Program: how and when did it start, and what is your mission? 

Sister Cities International was founded in 1956 by president Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, who understood that to have lasting peace between countries 
we had to have more than just the official relations between federal 
governments: we really needed individuals and local communities to form 
relationships one to another, to build understandings, cooperation and 
basically to promote cultural peace.  
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Barbara Klein 

President of  the Italian Film Festival US 

Movies are a wonderful way to tell stories, and in the US many millions of  
people – either of  Italian heritage or not – love to be told stories about and 
from Italy. That is why cinema is one of  the most important tools for the 
promotion of  our culture in America. 

Every year, hundreds of  events involve the showing of  an Italian movie 
somewhere in the US. Very often they are on the two coasts. That’s why the 
Italian Film Festival US is so important: because it fills a vacuum, which 
happens in other places around the US. Let’s talk about this with the 
President, Barbara Klein, the person who had this wonderful idea  

Barbara, there are several Italian film festivals all over the US. Yours 
is different from every other one… it actually involves 13 cities! 
Please, tell us something more about it 

The Italian Film Festival US’ objective is to promote Italian cinema in cities 
where people would not otherwise have the opportunity to see Italian 
film. Unlike the East or West coasts, few foreign films are shown in local 
theatres during the year. 
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Maria Luisa Lapresa 

Italian Consul in Detroit, MI 

Lately, Detroit has been in the news several times describing the relations 
between Italy and the US. The merger between Fiat and Chrysler, the 
default of  the city, the feared risk of  closure of  the Italian Consulate have 
often brought the attention over the city that once was the richest in 
America, while today lives a difficult moment. In this area Italy has a large 
community, both of  Italian Americans and of  Italians who recently moved 
there: they are institutionally represented by a General Consulate run by 
Consul Maria Luisa Lapresa. 

Consul Lapresa, your Consulate covers a vast American territory: 
Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee. How would you 
briefly describe these areas? 

In a few lines: Michigan is the Great Lakes State par excellence, Tennessee 
is the home of  country music, Kentucky is famous for its bourbon and the 
horse racing with the well-known Kentucky Derby (hence the nickname 
"blue grass state"). Also famous for racing, not horse but car racing, is 
Indiana. Ohio is, as we all remember, the State, which was decisive in 
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Delfina Licata 

Editor of  the Rapporto sugli Italiani nel Mondo 

Since 2006, Fondazione Migrantes has published a yearly report on Italian 
citizens in the world – a unique resource for those with an interest in 
migration. We ask the project’s chief  editor Delfina Licata to tell us more 
about it.  

Delfina – how did the idea of  the report come about? 

The idea first came about in 2006. For 25 years, Fondazione Migrantes 
published a book – “Rapporto Immigrazione” – in collaboration with 
Caritas on the presence of  immigrants in Italy, and we decided to retrace 
our own history of  migration. Italian citizens still migrate today, with 
different motivations and in varying numbers. The publication starts from 
the past but brings the arguments up to date and analyses the present day. 
The contributors from different professional fields – historians, 
sociologists, economists, architects, artists – write from Italy or from 
abroad.  

What are the numbers of  Italian migration and presence in the US? 
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Annalisa Liuzzo 
Lawyer 

We often analyze the dynamics that bring increasing numbers of  Italian 
citizens to migrate to the US. We talk to lawyer Annalisa Liuzzo, who can 
give us the point of  view of  someone who helps many Italians understand 
what they need to do, and when and how to do it, to try and achieve their 
American dream. Annalisa is the perfect example of  the successful mix of  
Italian and American traits: she is kind and competent, enthusiastic and 
attentive, passionate and dedicated.  

Annalisa – every year you meet several Italian citizens who dream of  
moving to work and live in the US. Who are these people, and why do 
they want to go to the US? 

I have been a lawyer for 18 years, and over this period of  time I have had 
the privilege of  witnessing an evolution of  Italian migration to the US. In 
the beginning of  my career, I mostly met the classic importer of  Italian 
products – mainly wine and food products – as well as young graduates 
from wealthy families. But today, the number of  talented young people with 
the motivation to succeed keeps growing. They are aware that if  they work 
hard, they can have a chance in the US. 
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Tony Lo Bianco 

Television and Cinema and Theatre Actor, author of  the show "The Little Flower” 

Tony Lo Bianco has had a long, successful career. He has won awards, he 
has been a star for cinema and theatre: he really exemplifies Italian 
excellence and has brought pride and admiration to all our fellow Italians in 
the US, of  any generation, in any part of  the country.  

In May 2015 Tony has brought to Italy his masterpiece, “The Little 
Flower”: an educational, inspirational and comedic one-man show, set in the 
1945 City Hall office of  Fiorello H. La Guardia, during his final day as 
three-term mayor of  New York City. Tony literally becomes Fiorello: and so 
we have two different wonderful Italian American in a single person. We 
always say that Italy needs more America: for sure we can say that Italy now 
would desperately need a Fiorello La Guardia, and in a way, in May 2015 he 
has been in Rome: with a theatre full of  500 people learning about Fiorello 
and admiring a great Italian artist: Tony Lo Bianco 

Tony, your career is a wonderful story of  talent and success. Please, 
tell us something about it  
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Stefano Luconi 

Professor of  North American History at the Universities of  Padua, Naples and Florence 

The history of  Italian immigration in the US is the theme of  several 
interviews in this book. A social phenomenon connoting the presence of  
Italian citizens in the US in the past, present, and future, finding out more 
about it helps not only to understand Italian Americans, but also ourselves, 
the Italians living on this side of  the ocean.  

We discuss this with one of  the most important experts in the field, author 
of  many publications, Prof. Stefano Luconi, professor of  History of  the US 
of  America at the University of  Padova and History of  North America at 
the Universities of  Florence and “L’Orientale” in Naples.  

Stefano, can you describe how the ethnic identity of  Italian 
Americans took shape over the years?  

If  we talk specifically about the period of  the mass migration between the 
late 1870s and the early 1920s, the Italians arrive in the US with a parochial 
sense of  belonging. They do not think of  themselves as Italian but rather 
identify with their own native region if  not even their village of  origin. This 
can be easily seen from the by-laws of  many mutual-aid societies they 
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John Maggio 

Director of  the documentary "The Italian Americans” 

In 2015 PBS aired a fantastic documentary in two parts, two hours each, 
called “The Italian Americans”: a milestone for the Italian American 
community. In these 4 hours all the Italian Americans have been able to learn, 
cry, remember, smile, think, get excited in seeing depicted in a wonderful way 
the story of  their families, their lives, their pride of  being Italians in America. 
We’ve had the privilege to interview the director of  this masterpiece, John 
Maggio.  

John, the documentary starts with the Roseto effect, which I found very 
interesting. What is it?  

Because I decided to structure the film around the theme of  family - I 
thought Roseto was the perfect story to begin with because it’s a positive 
story of  Italian American family and that’s not what is expected. The bonds 
of  family helped Roestans stay healthy because they focused on family and 
not individual goals. It runs quite contrary to the American ethos so I thought 
it was the perfect way to begin thinking about the Italian experience in this 
country. It’s one of  my favorite scenes in the whole film.  
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Aldo Mancusi 

Founder and President of  the Enrico Caruso Museum in New York, NY 

Imagine years of  discrimination, without hope of  being recognized of  
being worthy of  any respect, possibly far from your family left in your 
homeland, working two or even three jobs, living in very poor conditions. 
Then, imagine a moment of  pride, a glimpse of  revenge, a situation where 
not only your people are respected, but one of  them is hero, a celebrity, a 
leader cherished and admired in the whole world. 

That is what happened when Enrico Caruso arrived to the US. From then 
on, he would be the most important, popular and successful living artist in 
the world. New York celebrates Enrico Caruso: in Brooklyn there’s a 
museum that was imagined, created and still is directed by a pioneer, a 
visionary, an enthusiast for Caruso like nobody else. His name is 
Commendatore Aldo Mancusi, and we are very happy to talk with him  

Aldo, who was Enrico Caruso, and why has he been so important for 
the Italians all over the world and in particular in America? 

When Enrico Caruso first came to America in 1903, to perform at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, most Italians were not educated. They came 
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René Manenti 
Director of  Centro Studi Emigrazione Regionale in Rome 

Emigration and religion are two words that often go together, and the 
history of  Italian emigration to the US is no exception to this rule. Religion 
was for our emigrants a fundamental part in the beginning of  their life in 
the new world, and remained so even in the continuation of  their lives and 
for those who arrived later. 

In 2013, CSER – Fondazione Centro Studi Emigrazione, turned 50 years 
old, a real point of  reference for the studies of  the dynamics of  migration. 
The Director of  CSER is Father René Manenti a Scalabrinian Missionary.  

Father René, please tell us something about CSER 

CSER was born thanks to the intuition of  some of  our Scalabrinian fathers. 
Since the birth of  our Congregation in 1887, we have been helping 
migrants, not only from a religious point of  view, but also from a practical 
and social one. Later other centers opened in New York City, in the 
Philippines, in Basel, Paris, San Paulo, Buenos Aires and Cape Town. 
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Rosalba Maniaci 

Italian Consular Agent of  New Mexico, NM 

What comes to mind when you hear the words “New Mexico?”  Perhaps it’s 
Mexican food, or chili ristras, or Southwest adobe style – in short, something 
to do with Hispanic heritage. But not for Rosalba Maniaci who, since 2009, 
has served as Corrispondente Consolare for the Italian Consulate of  Los Angeles. 
Instead when Rosalba thinks “New Mexico,” she thinks Italian immigration, 
the NM Italian Film & Culture Festival, strengthening ties between Italy and 
the Italo-New Mexican community, and promoting Italian culture. 

Since her arrival in 1973, Rosalba’s focus has been on keeping her Italian 
heritage alive in the Land of  Enchantment. Over the years, she has served as 
President of  several Italian organizations and as prime mover of  many 
Italian-oriented celebrations and initiatives. Special thanks to Maria Arancio 
Berry, Managing Director of  the annual NM Italian Film & Culture Festival, 
for facilitating this interview.  

Rosalba, please briefly describe us the Italian emigration to New Mexico 

Italians, and other Europeans, began settling in the territory of  New Mexico 
in the 1700s. They were part of  wagon trains moving westward toward the 

232ROSALBA MANIACI



We the Italians. Two flags, One heart.  

 
Luca Martera 

Television author, producer and director 

The relationship between Italy and the US can be analyzed by several 
aspects: one of  these is television. We do this with an Italian talent, Luca 
Martera: writer, director, and creator of  several multimedia projects 
between Italy and the US: among them, our favorites are the documentaries 
"Fiorello La Guardia - the incorruptible" and "The Italian Pioneers in the 
US”. 

Luca, what was the role of  television in the description and the 
integration of   Italian Americans into American society? 

For any kind of  analysis on the representation of  the Italians in the US, we 
have to start from American cinema, which was the first, since from the era 
of  the silent movies, to widespread stereotypes about Italians based on the 
three m’s: mom, mafia and mandolin. But there were exceptions. Two 
authentic icons of  the 20th century were Italian but not perceived as such by 
the Americans: the first movie star at all, Rudolph Valentino, and the first 
director to have “the name above the title” of  the movie, Frank 
Capra. Apart from them, the association mafioso-Italian was however still 
too strong. We must get to the end of  the 40s to see emerging, in radio or 
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Frank Maselli 
President of  the American Italian Museum in New Orleans, LA 

New Orleans was the first big American city to welcome large numbers of  
Italian immigrants, long before the country these people left behind was 
officially called Italy. The stories of  those immigrants pass through Ellis 
Island, and some of  them are deeply tragic.  

In 1891, 250 Italian immigrants were arrested under suspicion of  having 
assassinated the police chief  of  New Orleans. 11 of  these were imprisoned 
and acquitted in court, but a crowd of  20,000 local men stormed the prison 
before their release and brutally murdered them. This was the worst 
lynching in the history of  the US. Diplomatic relations between Italy and 
the US were extremely tense for some time, until the American government 
officially acknowledged the facts and paid an indemnity to the victims’ 
families.  

In 1922 in Alabama, an African-American accused of  the serious crime of  
having sexual intercourse with a white woman was eventually declared 
innocent when his lawyer demonstrated that the woman had changed her 
surname but was in fact of  Italian origin and thus “not entirely white”. 
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Alessandro Masi 

Secretary General of  the Dante Alighieri Society in Rome 

When you think about the institutional teaching of  the Italian language in the 
world, the Dante Alighieri Society is the organization historically responsible 
for this purpose. Our language has a long tradition and means culture and 
pleasure: Italian is very important for our fellow Italians who immigrated to 
America many years ago, and for their descendants. Those who emigrated 
often spoke just the dialect, which they continued to speak in their homes, but 
their descendants soon integrated in the American society, losing the use of  
Italian language, sometimes together with a vowel at the end of  their family 
names. It was not until the new recent generations that the language came 
again to be an interest, and a proud sense of  belonging. 

Our important guest is the Secretary General of  the Dante Alighieri Society, 
Prof. Alessandro Masi, who has been working for several years to promote 
and enhance our wonderful Italian language.  

Professor Masi, you’ve been the Secretary General of  the Dante Alighieri 
Society since 1999. Please tell us something about this glorious institution 
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Joseph M. Mattone 

President of  the Feast of  San Gennaro in Little Italy New York, NY 

The Catholic religion is the basis of  the sense of  homogeneity of  the 
Italian American community. When our compatriots crossed the ocean for 
a tough and uncertain future, they found in the celebration of  their faith 
and of  the patron saints of  their communities a sense of  unity that 
transcended their personal faith and assumed a secular sense: the religious 
Mutual Aid Societies were the first to help those who disembarked from the 
boats. The "Italian American community" as such was born then. 

The celebrations of  the patron saints were handed down from generation 
to generation: over time, to the religious celebration were added items like 
Italian food, entertainment, culinary stands and traditional objects, 
sometimes bocce tournaments, various competitions, sacred and profane, 
together. Since then these events have grown, gaining more and more 
success: extended also to those who do not have Italian origin, with dozens 
or sometimes hundreds of  thousands of  people participating. The feast 
may bear the name of  a saint, but always ends up celebrating the Italian 
spirit. In some cities, these are the most important events of  the summer, 
which is the season in which the vast majority of  them take place: more 
than 300 each year, all over the US. 
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Paolo Messa 

Director of  the Center for American Studies in Rome 

The Center for American Studies, Italy, is the locus that celebrates the 
relations between Italy and US. The Center is headquartered in Rome, in 
the main floor of  Palazzo Antici Mattei. The palace is one of  the most 
prestigious buildings of  17th century Rome and it was realized between 
1598 and 1618 by Carlo Maderno.  

Today, a young and dynamic professional manages the Center. He has an 
innovative spirit and great competence, as well as love and respect for Italy 
and the US. 

Paolo, tell us about the history of  the Center for American Studies. 

The CAS is one of  the most important American libraries outside the US. 
With almost eighty years of  glorious history, the library comes from the 
donations made by Henry Nelson Gay, an intellectual from Harvard who 
chose to leave his rich collection of  volumes in Italy. The library is still a 
pillar for the CAS and is gradually enriched by donations of  books, 
magazines, and newspapers. In Italy there is no other place that can claim 
this amount of  content and such a continuous and constant updating: more 
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Catia Monacelli 

Director of  the Regional Museum of  Emigration Pietro Conti of  Umbria 

Italy has a (yet small) network of  museums regarding our emigration, with 
an excellence standing: the Regional Museum of Emigration Pietro Conti in 
Gualdo Tadino, in beautiful Umbria, is a hidden gem far from the big cities 
and from the most crowded places.  As well as far from where the majority 
of  our fellow Italians boarded, but therefore capable of  stirring emotions 
and telling some really interesting stories. 
 
At the head of  the museum, there is one person who has the necessary 
understanding of  these issues in addition to the fact of  being a young, 
smart and beautiful woman: Catia Monacelli.  
 
Catia, in Italy is it hard to find women at the head of  major cultural 
institutions. Tell us a bit about you, as such a pleasant exception 
 
At 27 I already was director of  the Regional Museum of Emigration Pietro 
Conti and of  the Study Centre on Italian Emigration: I personally helped to 
establish the museum, after a period of  research and documentation in the 
field. In 2011 I received the "Globo Tricolore”, an important recognition 
given to those who stood out for research about the Italians abroad. I am 
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Antonio Monda 

Professor of  Cinema at New York University 

Cinema is the art that more than any other has shaped the relationship 
between Italy and the US: a fundamental vehicle of  cultural exchange, and 
an imaginative means of  historical and social description. It also is one of  
the areas where Italians and Italian Americans - actors and actresses, 
directors, writers, costume designers, musicians - have had more success.  

One of  the leading experts on this topic is also one of  the most famous 
Italians in New York: Antonio Monda is a Professor of  cinema at NYU, 
organizes events in Italy and the US, writes for the Italian press, is the 
author of  successful books and the recently appointed Director of  the 
Italian festival of  cinema in Rome. He also organizes private reunions 
among persons of  prestige and success that meet and exchange ideas at his 
house.  

Antonio, yours is one of  the best-attended “salotto” (or rather, to use 
your words, “laboratory of  ideas”) in New York. How did this 
started? 
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Adriano Monti 

Italian Consul General in Chicago, IL 

Let's go back to the Great Lakes, in our journey to discover Italy in the US, 
and meet with the Italian Consul General in Chicago, Adriano Monti. 

Consul Monti, your Consulate’s jurisdiction covers a big territory, 
including Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin and 
Wyoming. Which activities does the Consulate provide to our 
countrymen? 

Our main mission is to ensure the protection of  Italian interests beyond 
national borders and to offer our countrymen a wide range of  services. The 
protection applies, for example, in cases of  death, injury, serious illness, 
arrest or detention, acts of  violence, assistance in the event of  a serious 
crisis, or by issuing passports or emergency travel documents due to events 
like a loss or stolen passport. 

The Consulate also performs notarial functions (for example with the 
preparation of  powers of  attorney and/or legalization of  documents and/
or translations), is responsible for the transcription of  all the civil status acts 
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Fucsia Nissoli 

Member of  the Italian Parliament elected in the US 

Italians living in the US have voted, as we living in Italy did, for the 
elections of  2013. Many candidates, all motivated by their great love for 
Italy, were divided into political parties at times identical to and at times 
different from those in Italy. Those people voted in a large constituency, 
including US, Canada, and Mexico. Ron Turano, Chicago, has won in the 
Senate and two women have been elected to the Houses. The member of  
Parliament Fucsia Nissoli Fitzgerald received the most votes in most part 
of  the US.  

We thank her a lot for taking the time - between her job and her travels – to 
tell us and our readers about her story.  

Honorable Nissoli, you were born in Italy and then emigrated to the 
US. You have lived exactly half  of  your life in Italy and half  in the 
US. Tell us a bit about your story, about what it was like arriving in 
the US. 

Yes, I was born Italy, in the province of  Bergamo. My dad was from 
Lombardy and my mom from Sicily. I arrived in the US in 1989, when I met 
my American husband, from Chicago. I’ve lived here in the US for 25 years, 
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Gianfranco Norelli and Suma Kurien 

Producers and Directors of  the documentary "Finding the mother lode” 

After the success of  “Bitter Bread” (Pane amaro), a wonderful documentary 
about the Italian emigration to the East Coast, the authors and producers 
Gianfranco Norelli and Suma Kurien have created another marvelous 
documentary, this time about the Italian emigration to the West Coast: 
“Finding the Mother Lode”. 

We are very thankful to Gianfranco and Suma for their works, two precious 
jewels that perfectly describe the main part of  the Italian emigration to the 
US. 

Gianfranco and Suma, please tell us something about "Finding the 
Mother Lode" 

All that many people know about the Italian immigrants is related to the 
Little Italies of  the East Coast: very crowded places, poor neighborhoods, 
isolated from the rest of  the American society. In California we found a 
different experience, because there were many more opportunities that 
Italians could take advantage of  out west.   

270
GIANFRANCO NORELLI 
AND SUMA KURIEN



We the Italians. Two flags, One heart.  

 
Nicola Orichuia 

Founder and Editor of  "Bostoniano" in Boston, MA 

Boston is home to many Italians. Either the new arrivals, young skilled 
professionals or students born in Italy and just recently landed in 
Massachusetts, and the Americans of  Italian heritage, get their information 
about that area by a wonderful magazine, called “Bostoniano”.   

Now the founder and editor of  the magazine, Nicola Orichuia, has 
launched another very important project: “I AM Books - The First Italian 
American Bookstore in the Country”.  

Nicola, you are the founder and editor of  “Bostoniano”. Please tell us 
something more about this 

Nowadays, Bostoniano is a monthly print magazine distributed all across 
the Boston area. But it actually started as a website in Jan. 2011, after having 
moved to Boston several months before. I wasn’t very familiar with the city, 
but I had a sense that there was a lot of  positive energy coming from the 
Italian community. Online, though, this energy wasn’t represented. So I 
went ahead and created bostoniano.info one cold winter night of  2011.  
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Berardo Paradiso 

President of  the Italian American Committee on Education of  New York, NY 

For Italians abroad, the Italian language plays a fundamental part in the 
conservation of  their culture and respect for their roots. The first Italians to 
migrate to the US barely spoke it, as at the time they left, regional dialects 
were still predominant in the newly born nation. Integration in America was 
often encouraged through pressure to use the American language to the 
detriment of  the use of  Italian. Today, speaking Italian is a source of  pride 
for many Americans, and not only for those with Italian roots. We discuss 
this with Berardo Paradiso, a successful entrepreneur and President of  
IACE – the Italian American Committee on Education 

Berardo, can you help us understand what IACE is? 

IACE is a non-profit organization which I am in charge of  together with its 
Board of  Administrators, under the aegis of  the Italian Ministry of  Foreign 
Affairs, the Italian Embassy in Washington and the Consulate General of  
Italy in New York. Its purpose is to promote the study of  the Italian 
language in the schools of  the three states of  New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut. It operates with part government and part private funds and 
works with around 200 public and private schools and approximately 42 
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Marian Paravano Grubor 

President of  the Upper Ohio Valley Italian Heritage Festival, WV 

West Virginia has a long history of  Italian emigration. In 1910 more than 
17,000 Italians were living there, making up 30% of  the entire foreign-born 
population of  the State: Italy even had a consular office in northern West 
Virginia. The majority of  the Italian immigrants came from the south: 
Calabria, Campania, Sicilia. In 1907, the worst mining disaster in US history 
killed 171 Italian miners in Monongah: some of  them were children.   

Years have passed, and now West Virginia hosts a huge Italian festival, in 
Wheeling: it probably is the second largest one in the whole US, after the 
San Gennaro feast in New York City. It is called Upper Ohio Valley Italian 
Heritage Festival, and we have today with us the President of  the Festival, 
Marian Paravano Grubor.  

Marian, you are the President of  the Upper Ohio Valley Italian 
Heritage Festival. On your website, we can read that it is estimated 
that over 150,000 people enjoy the Wheeling Italian Festival … that is 
amazing, we would have never imagined to find in West Virginia the 
second-largest Italian festival in the US. Please tell our readers 
something more about the festival  
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Bill Pascrell and Pat Tiberi 

Co-Chairs of  the Italian American Congressional Delegation in Washington, DC 

Entering in the US Congress in Washington DC everybody walks under the 
"rotunda", the dome of  the Capitol. The fresco painted on the inside of  it, 
"The Apotheosis of  George Washington" dates back to 1855: it is one of  
the first artistic representations regarding the history of  the US, and is was 
done by an Italian, Constantino Brumidi, also known as "the Michelangelo 
of  the US". 

We Italians are present at the Congress of  the US not only thanks to 
Brumidi. The Italian American Congressional Delegation brings together 
members of  the Congress of  Italian heritage: today they are 29, 4 Senators 
and 25 Representatives. But other 150 Members of  the Congress, not of  
Italian heritage, are affiliated to this group, motivated by their interest in 
Italy and the Italian American community. The guide of  the Italian 
American Congressional Delegation is bipartisan and entrusted to the New 
Jersey Democrat William (Bill) J. Pascrell and the Ohio Republican Patrick 
(Pat) J. Tiberi.  

Hon. Pascrell, among the successful Italian Americans political 
leaders, women have had a big role. Three of  them have been very 
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Tony Pasquale 

Radio producer of  the show "Ciao Tony” 

For the Italian American community, the radio has been a fantastic way to 
keep alive the link with Italy. Tony Pasquale has been for many years and still 
is a friendly radio presence for many Italian Americans.  

Tony, you broadcast from ICN Radio, most successful Italian radio 
station in America. Tell us about it, please 

ICN Radio (Italian Communication Network) is in New York, and can be 
accessed from anywhere in the world via streaming by logging on to the 
website www.icnradio.com. It was born about 35 years ago in Queens, NY, 
founded by Sal Palmieri, a very active person in the Italian community. 

ICN Radio programs are only in Italian and only transmitted through the 
Internet: you can listen to them through a radio device that catches the signal 
via wi-fi, or through any device that has a data connection. 

Before becoming a web radio, ICN was available in New York, New Jersey, 
part of  Connecticut and even in some parts of  northern Pennsylvania, but it 
was a rather limited range compared to the request from the listeners. Just 
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Franco Pavoncello 

President of  the John Cabot University in Rome 

John Cabot University is a “piece of  America” in Italy. Its campus has a 
distinctive American air about it, despite its location in the most 
characteristic neighborhood in Rome, Trastevere. On our journey to 
examine relations between Italy and the US, we are pleased to meet the 
President of  this important American institution, Professor Franco 
Pavoncello. He is the first Italian without dual citizenship to be elected 
President of  an American university. We thank him for his time.  

Franco, John Cabot University is one of  the two historical American 
colleges in Italy. It is based in Rome, in a beautiful building in 
Trastevere…  

In 1976, JCU received the authorization to work as an American College. 
In December 2011, the Italian Ministry of  Education confirmed that our 
diplomas are recognized as valid for admission to the “laurea 
magistrale” (equivalent to a Master’s degree) in Italian universities, as well as 
for participation in public competitive exams. We are members of  AAICU, 
the Association of  American International College & Universities, which is 
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Charlotte Piazza 

Curator of  the Tontitown Historical Museum in Tontitown, AR 

If  you think that the story of  the Italian explorers and of  the US stops at 
Cristoforo Colombo and Amerigo Vespucci, you probably never heard 
about other personalities. Among them, Giovanni Caboto was an Italian 
explorer whose travels affected England’s claims in North America and the 
consequent establishment of  English as the official US language. Other 
characters are Giovanni da Verrazzano, the first European to enter in the 
New York Bay, Francesco Vigo, who financed the Northwest Expedition 
of  George Rogers Clark and accompanied him through the lands (what 
now are Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan), and Alessandro 
Malaspina, who mapped the Pacific Ocean from Mexico to Alaska and to 
the Philippines. 

Today we want to tell you about Enrico Tonti, a Sicilian explorer who first 
sailed on the Great Lakes in 1679. He was the founder of  the area that 
became the State of  Illinois, and the colonizer of  Louisiana and Arkansas. 
Here, there is Tontitown, which hosts a museum curated by a very kind 
lady, Charlotte Piazza.  
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Philip R. Piccigallo 
Executive Director of  the Order Sons of  Italy in America 

The first Italians who came to the US during the mass migration age spent 
their first years basically without any rights. Some of  them because they 
considered themselves “birds of  passage”: they came to the US with the full 
intent of  making money and then going back to Italy. Some of  them 
because they weren’t interested in losing their Italian citizenship just to 
acquire the American one. Some of  them because they were discriminated 
against, and maybe they didn’t even know, because they were working two 
or even three jobs, that they could have rights. 

In 1905, after many local religious societies, a first national association was 
born, to defend them, to aggregate them, to let them know that together 
they could have rights, and improve their conditions: it was the Order Sons 
of  Italy, OSIA. One hundred and ten years after, OSIA is still alive and 
kicking, and Philip R. Piccigallo is OSIA the National Executive Director/
CEO.  

Philip, please tell our readers something about the past, the present 
and the future of  OSIA 
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Pierpaolo Polzonetti 

Author of  the book "Italian Opera in the Age of  the American Revolution” 

How did Italian opera represent America in the eighteenth century? 
Pierpaolo Polzonetti, Associate Professor of  music and liberal studies at the 
University of  Notre Dame in Indiana, talks about this in this interview 
conducted in Italian on May 18, 2014 and translated into English by 
Arianna Capuani Sinclair. 

Professor Polzonetti, please tell us about your book “Italian Opera in 
the Age of  the American Revolution” 

My book is about a repertory of  operas about America written between 
1768 and the early 1790's. These works present direct or indirect references 
to the American Revolution and are based on unusual topics, often breaking 
with the conventions of  the genre. 

The first opera based on a North American subject was I napoletani in 
America, with music by Niccolò Piccinni, premiered in 1768. This opera is 
about a Neapolitan girl who after being robbed of  her dowry, seduced and 
abandoned, out of  desperation flies to America, where she becomes 
governor of  a province of  "American savages".  
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Walter Potenza 

Founder of  the Federal Hill Heritage Center in Providence, RI 

Italians in Rhode Island have a long history to be told. The smallest State 
of  the Union welcomed several fellow Italians: most of  them arrived to the 
Providence’s Little Italy, Federal Hill (also called “the heartbeat of  
Providence”). In particular, the jewelry and silverware industry in 
Providence attracted Italian immigrants to Rhode Island at the turn of  the 
twentieth century. 

Today, according to the 2010 census bureau, Rhode Island is the State with 
the highest percentage of  Americans of  Italian heritage: 18.9%. Besides, the 
American city with the most residents of  Italian ancestry is also in Rhode 
Island: in Johnston, a town in Providence County, 46.7% of  the population 
has Italian roots. In Providence, one of  the leaders of  the Italian 
community is Walter Potenza, who opened the Federal Hill Heritage Center, 
dedicated to the story of  the Italian immigrants in Rhode Island. 

Walter, you are a professional chef, a culinary consultant and the 
founder of  a cooking school… what’s your story?  
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Portia Prebys 

President of  the American College and University Programs in Italy 

Numbers say that Italy is the first non-Anglophone country in the whole 
world for incoming North American students. Every year, some thirty 
thousand students from the US and Canada spend some time studying in Italy 
to broaden their horizons and improve their knowledge and skills: a huge 
number. These students come here through programs organized by American 
academic institutions; the vast majority of  them are associated with and 
facilitated by AACUPI, Association of  American College and University 
Programs in Italy.  

For years this association has been improving and fostering relationships 
between Italy and the US from the educational, cultural, social and economic 
point of  view: which is why we couldn’t miss the opportunity to meet its 
President, Prof. Portia Prebys. Prof. Prebys has recently received the title of  
Cavalier of  the Order of  Merit of  the Italian Republic, for service to the 
nation of  Italy, recognizing her long career in international education. 

Professor Prebys, you are the President of  AACUPI, Association of  
American College and University Programs in Italy. Please tell our 
readers something more about this association and its activities   
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Stefano Radio 

CEO and Co-founder of  College Life Italia 

Soccer is growing in the US, where generally sport has a critical role in the 
education of  the young Americans. As we think that this is one of  the 
things Italy should import from the US, we’re happy to talk to Stefano 
Radio, CEO and Co-founder of  College Life Italia: a wonderful project 
made by Italians who now live in the US, that brings Italian (and not only) 
young athletes to the US through scholarship based on their sport talent. 

Stefano, please tell us your story. How does a Roman end up in 
Kansas City? 

Umberto, first of  all I would like to thank you for what you and we the 
Italians are doing for the Italian and Italian American community in the US.  

In 2012 I was finishing my bachelor degree in Finance and Business law 
from Universita’ di Roma La Sapienza and I was playing soccer as a 
professional with the US Latina team. It was mid-November of  2012 when 
I received a phone call from Giorgio Antongirolami, who has now become 
a really important person to me. Giorgio offered me a scholarship to help 
his soccer team. He has been the co-head coach of  one of  the most 
successful soccer programs in the country, Rockhurst University, since 2001. 
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Rossella Rago 

Host of  the tv show "Cooking with Nonna” 

When one thinks about how the media system depicts the young Italian 
Americans, the shameful boys and girls of  Jersey Shore are the first to come 
to one’s mind. On the contrary, the Italian American community is full of  
young people who are a great example of  smartness, dedication and 
success. One of  them, a young, talented and beautiful girl, is the protagonist 
of  the show "Cooking with Nonna": Rossella Rago. 

Rossella, what is “Cooking with Nonna”? 

Cooking with Nonna was born in my nonna’s basement, in Brooklyn. I was 
studying at St. John’s University to be an Italian teacher. I have a very 
theatrical background, my mother is a playwright and an actress, and I was 
an actress when I was younger and some of  my family even suggested that I 
should go to an acting school. So one day, after dinner, my father asked me 
“what do you wanna do with your life”? And I said, “I should have a 
cooking show”.  

At that time I was living at my nonna’s and I think that throughout my life I 
always absorbed from her lessons about how to cook… it was a joke, and 
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Dennis Redmont 

Head of  Communications of  the Council for the US and Italy 

In the 1980s, a group of  successful American and Italian professionals from 
different fields – all protagonists of  important relations between the two 
countries – decided to set up a highly prestigious organization to encourage 
content exchange, development opportunities, and shared moments of  
reflection between the two countries. Great managers, successful 
entrepreneurs and internationally renowned thinkers came together in 
closed-door meetings to foster collaboration opportunities, founding the 
Council for the US and Italy. Amongst its many activities, its main event in 
Italy is the yearly Workshop in Venice, whilst the main American event is 
the biennial conference in New York or Washington.  

The Council was originally founded in 1983 by David Rockefeller and 
Gianni Agnelli, to foster closer ties between the US and Italy and, in a 
broader perspective, between US and Europe. Today, it also promotes 
growth opportunities for young leaders in both countries. The one go-to 
person is Sergio Marchionne, Chairman of  the Council and Ceo of  Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles. Professor, journalist and communication consultant 
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Anthony Riccio 

Author of  the book "Farm, Factories, and Families: Italian American Women of  
Connecticut” 

Among the things important to remember about Italians in Connecticut, we 
cannot fail to mention Ella T. Grasso: the daughter of  Italian immigrant 
parents, in 1975 she was the first female to be elected governor of  a US 
state (all three previous female governors got the job to replace a deceased 
husband or being elected as surrogates for husbands who could not succeed 
themselves). So, it seems perfect to us to meet Anthony Riccio, author of  
many books, the last of  which is “Farm, Factories, and Families: Italian 
American Women of  Connecticut”. 

Anthony, please tell us something more about your last book 

I realized that there was a story that had never been told before: the story 
about women in the Italian American community in Connecticut. They 
never had a voice, they almost always operated in the background - in 
families, at the work place - but they were really the ones who helped keep 
together the Italian American culture. They would manage the family 
economy, passed on the southern Italian code of  proper behavior to their 
children, nurture the family. During the depression, when the men were out 
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Benedetta Rinaldi 

Host of  the tv show "Community" on RAI Italia 

RAI is an important resource for the Italians abroad to stay in touch with 
Italy. The main show that RAI Italia produces for them is “Community”. The 
show is run by Benedetta Rinaldi, a vibrant and beautiful young Italian 
woman, proud of  her “Italianità” – I myself  have had the honor of  being on 
air with her a few times: Benedetta is very professional and always able to put 
at ease her guests, many of  whom are not used to being on this side of  the 
camera. 

Benedetta, how did you get to work for the Italian television? 

I got there starting from the radio, where I began thanks to the Salesian 
priests where I went to school. They had and still have a small radio in Rome, 
and on a voluntary basis I started with them, beginning with the editorial staff  
and then ending going live on air. From there I was called by Radio Vaticana, 
and then for a replacement within the RAI 1 religious show called "A Sua 
immagine (In His image)". Then RAI decided to give me more space, and 
here I am. 
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Aileen Riotto Sirey 

Founder and Chair Emerita of  the National Organization of  Italian American Women 

The 70’s were an important decade of  awakening among for the Italian 
Americans.  A renewed sense of  pride for their heritage grew throughout 
the community. Important organizations were founded. One of  these is 
NOIAW, the National Organization of  Italian American Women started in 
July 1980. 

Aileen Riotto Sirey, Ph.D., is the Founders and Chair Emerita of  this 
beloved institution which she started with Geraldine Ferarro and Matilda 
Cuomo.  She is the recipient of  numerous awards including the titles of  
Commendatore and Cavaliere - Order of  the Merit of  Republic of  Italy and 
Ellis Island Medal of  Honor. 

Aileen, in 2015 the National Organization of  Italian American 
Women has celebrated its 35th anniversary. What’s the story of  this 
important institution?  

While working with patients as a psychotherapist in the 1970’s, I became 
interested in the how culture and ethnic origin effected human behavior, 
values, attitudes and personality development. I concluded that the shared 
history and basic belief  system of  an ethnic group are etched on the 
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Gilda Rorro Baldassari 

Commissioner of  the New Jersey Italian and Italian American Heritage Commission 

During my last trip to New Jersey, thanks to my good friends Roberta and 
Robert DiBiase I had the opportunity to meet a wonderful Italian American 
woman, who is a true icon for the community in the Garden State: Gilda 
Rorro Baldassari. 

I found it very interesting and important to start this new year offering our 
readers the story of  this proud Italian personality, former Italian Honorary 
Vice Consul in Trenton, NJ and now Corrispondente Consolare, nominated 
Cavaliere of  the Order of  Merit of  the Italian Republic. She is also a 
fundamental part of  the New Jersey and Italian American Heritage 
Commission, the only State Commission dedicated to the Italian heritage in 
the whole US. 

Gilda, please tell me something about your story… 

I was born in Philadelphia, and I had relatives who came to this country 
from Italy. I saw what they had to go through to become Americans. They 
loved both countries, they worked so hard and they cared so much about 
Italy, and they were very family-oriented.  

339 GILDA RORRO BALDASSARI
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Mark Rotella 

Author of  the book "Amore: The Story of  Italian American Song” 

Music has always had a crucial importance for the Italians in America. As a 
sentiment of  strong attachment to the motherland and its traditions, or as a 
channel to express their passion: it is (also) through music that Italy has left 
an indelible mark in the American society and culture, and then in its show 
business world. 

In his book “AMORE: The Story of  Italian American Song”, Mark Rotella 
analyzed very thoroughly this fundamental aspect of  the relationship 
between Italy and the US. We rely on him to help us better understand this 
aspect. 

Mark, when our fellow Italians arrived in the US, they kept on 
listening to Italian music, singing old Italians songs, some of  them 
even started to write their own ballads describing their new 
experience. Enrico Caruso and a few other very gifted singers were 
their heroes … 

In the first half  of  the century, when the Italians were living in the Little 
Italies throughout the country, they gathered a lot for music, for opera. 
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One hundred interviews about Italy and the US 

 
Roberto Ruocco 

Honorary Italian Vice Consul in San Diego, CA 

The US has many Little Italies, not only in the larger and most famous 
cities. One of  these less known is in San Diego, where Roberto Ruocco 
passionately represents Italy. 

Roberto, please tell us something about San Diego and the Italian 
emigration in this city 

Some call San Diego “the most beautiful city in the US” thanks to its 
natural beauty, spectacular landscapes and dream weather. The Italian 
emigration in San Diego became significant after the 1950. As a result of  
tuna fishing, Italians came down from the Bay Area to Monterey, San Pedro 
and then to San Diego. Gradually, the community began to grow in the 
Little Italy area, historically India Street, where many people still live. 

The building of  the I-5 motorway created a substantial exodus among the 
Italian families. Over the years the Italian families converted their fishing 
activities into the catering industry: their restaurants are still now some of  
the county's top restaurants. 
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Serena Scaiola 

Italian honorary Consul in Cleveland, OH 

In times of  spending review Italian institutions are trying, more or less, to 
rationalize their costs: we have to say, with mixed results. The complex 
system, which belongs to the Farnesina, the Italian Ministry of  Foreign 
Affairs which performs many activities to represent our country all over the 
world, weighs on the state budget for a measly 0.2%. You read that right: 
0.2%. In this writer's opinion, it is just crazy. 

If  with this ridiculous percentage Italy can still meet and satisfy, perhaps not 
always as one would hope, the needs of  Italians Abroad (potentially, if  all 
who are entitled by the law would ask the citizenship, we’d have 60 million 
of  Italians abroad: the same number of  the inhabitants residing in Italy 
today) and of  the many foreigners who come to Italy or just pass through 
for work, study and tourism, is thanks to the dedication and professionalism 
of  the best civil servants that the country has, diplomats, and also thanks to 
the help of  people who have not pursued a diplomatic career but that 
represent (with the word "honorary") Consulates and Vice-Consulates very 
committed in helping to solve the enormous amount of  paperwork 
required by Italian law, often almost incomprehensible. One of  the most 
dynamic Italian Honorary Consuls in the US is Serena Scaiola, in Cleveland, 
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Joseph V. Scelsa 

Founder and President of  the Italian American Museum of  New York, NY 

In the original Little Italy in Manhattan where once only the different 
regional Italian dialects were spoken, now no longer lives anyone actually 
born in our country. Chinatown keeps growing, and the Italians have 
moved elsewhere. The original Little Italy is home to a few Italian 
restaurants and memorabilia shops.  

But not only that, at the corner between the Mulberry and Grand, the 
milestone of  the remembrance of  the Italian presence in Little Italy is the 
Italian American Museum: the only major Italian institution in New York to 
be where our countrymen came, worked, lived, became Americans, learned 
English, sent home much of  what they earned, leaving their children a 
greater hope for a better future. It is not by chance that the Founder and 
President of  the Italian American Museum, Joseph V. Scelsa, wanted that to 
be the home of  the museum. 

Joe, you are one of  the most respected personalities of  the Italian 
American community. You have written essays, sit on the boards of  
some of  the major Italian American organizations, been presented 
with several important awards. What is your history? 
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Joseph Sciame 

Chair of  the Conference of  Presidents of  Major Italian American Organizations 

Browsing the web from Italy searching for everything Italian in the US you 
end up recognizing a few names that constantly recur. Only a few, who - is 
easy to understand - have dedicated their whole life in serving the Italian 
American community. Joseph Sciame is definitively one of  these few names: 
not only he has been national President of  OSIA, the Order Sons of  Italy 
in America, from 2003 to 2005, but has been involved and still is in the 
leadership of  many Italian American organizations.  

Joe, you are chair of  the Conference of  Presidents of  Major Italian 
American Organizations. Please tell us something about it  

Yes, I have been the Chair of  the Conference of  President of  Major Italian 
American Organizations for the past three years and proud of  it. Now a 
seasoned conference for 40 years and founded in 1976, we have responded 
to any variety of  concerns over the years. Led by individuals who inherited 
the challenges of  what I personally consider the "rebirth" of  the Italian 
American community in the 60's, the Conference has, just to name a few 
among many issues, led the fight thwarting off  the seating of  other nations 
such as Germany and Japan at the UN Security Council with over 100,000 
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Bruno Serato 

Founder of  Caterina's Club in Anaheim, CA 

We know that Italians have a big heart. In the Italian American community 
there’s plenty of  examples, and today we are very happy and proud to meet 
one of  them, who has been doing for 10 years something extraordinary. His 
name is Bruno Serato, and every day he feeds pasta for free to almost 1,800 
kids. Every single day, with caterina’s Club. So, please read carefully about 
him and what he does, and please let’s help Bruno in representing another 
wonderful aspect of  we, the Italians 

Bruno, thanks very much for what you do. We think that you 
represent very well Italians’ big heart. From which Italian region 
does your family come from? 

From the Veneto area. My hometown is San Bonifacio, which is close to the 
small town of  Soave, only 10 km from Verona.  

I was born in France because my mom and dad left in 1945, after World 
War II. They went to work on a farm in northern France. We lived there for 
15 years. In 1967 mom and dad went back to Italy, to San Bonifacio, to stay 
with my grandparents and my uncle.  
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Gino Serra 

Italian Honorary Vice Consul in Kansas City, MO 

Kansas City, shared between Kansas and Missouri, is where we meet the 
guest of  our interview: Gino Serra who is the Italian Honorary Vice Consul 
here. 

Even in the Midwest area, Italians left their mark and continue to do that, as 
we’ll see. Now, together with other professionals, Gino has founded a new 
Italian Chamber of  Commerce, in Kansas City.  

Gino, which are the activities of  your Honorary Consulate, and which 
are the areas covered by it?  

I’m the Vice Consul for the state of  Kansas, but practically speaking I also 
cover western Missouri, because there is a vice consul in Saint Louis who 
covers the eastern part of  Missouri, and then I also cover adjoining states 
like Nebraska and Oklahoma. The closest General Consulate is in Chicago, 
and I think it’s the one which covers the highest number of  States among 
the Italian Consulates in the US: a very broad area.  

I do a lot of  students’ visas, there are many students who want to study in 
Italy, and the Italian Consulate makes it very easy for them to come to a 
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One hundred interviews about Italy and the US 

 
Elena Sgarbi 

Italian Consul general in Houston, TX 

Who knows America just superficially would never imagine how much 
interest for Italy there is in the southern US, nor how many interesting 
things for us who live in the boot happen in that area, with a focal point in 
Texas, among the wealthier and more growing States, from every point of  
view. 

Every year, for example, for 11 years, Houston has been hosting the 
Conference of  Italian researchers in the world: an important event full of  
personality and contents that honor our country. We talk about this, and 
about Italy in the southern US, with the Italian Consul General for this 
consular district, Elena Sgarbi. 

Consul Sgarbi, you are the Italian Consul General in Houston: the 
territory within your jurisdiction includes not only, Texas but also 
Louisiana, Oklahoma and Arkansas. How would you describe this 
territory?  

The impression I received from this district is extremely positive: the 
consular district of  Houston, and in particular Texas, is truly very dynamic, 
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Letizia Sirtori 
International Tourism Sales Manager at Destination DC 

Letizia speaks about Italians using the first person plural. This might seem 
normal, as she was born and raised in Italy. But not all of  the young people 
who leave Italy and live abroad demonstrate such a strong commitment to 
their country – particularly when it comes to making sacrifices.  

Letizia Sirtori is 34 years old. In the US, she found recognition for her talent 
and skill – whilst back in Italy she lacked the recommendation of  some or 
other powerful parasite. She is in charge of  the international tourism 
development of  Washington DC, the capital city of  the most important, 
wealthy and powerful nation in the world.  

Letizia, what did you study, how did you end up in DC and what do 
you do now?  

I come from Carate Brianza. I studied Tourism Management at IULM 
University and did an Erasmus exchange in Vienna. There I did an internship 
that turned into my first job: I wrote my thesis in Vienna and defended back 
in Italy. The US were my dream, so I went to Miami to do another Master’s, 
MBA Hospitality Management. I worked throughout my studies, and then I 
was offered a job in Washington DC. At first I worked for the US Travel 
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Anthony J. Tamburri 

Dean of  the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute in New York, NY 

There are very few people in the US and in Italy that have dedicated their 
life to studying the Italian American community as much as Prof. Anthony 
Tamburri. We the Italians has wanted to interview him for a long time: and 
so, we’re very happy to be able to offer all our readers these thoughts from 
him; we’re very grateful for this opportunity.  

Anthony, you are the Dean of  the John D. Calandra Italian American 
Institute (Queens College, CUNY) and Distinguished Professor of  
European Languages and Literatures. Who was John D. Calandra?  

John D. Calandra was a New York state senator from the Bronx who, in the 
mid-1970s, began to look into complaints dating back to the late 1960s and 
early 1970s made by Italian Americans within The City University of  New 
York (CUNY). Stemming from such grievances, the issues amounted to the 
following three: (a) faculty and staff  believed that they were subject to 
discrimination in the workplace; (b) Italian/American students were in need 
of  counseling services that, for them, were not available; (c) there was a 
large high school dropout rate that hovered around 20% through the 1980s 
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One hundred interviews about Italy and the US 

 

Mary M. Tedesco 
Genealogist and co-host of  the tv show "Genealogy Roadshow” 

As time goes by, the distance between today and the mass migration era 
between XIX and XX century grows bigger and bigger. This means that 
grandparents and parents are leaving this earth, the memories of  those who 
are still with us become more important than ever, data are difficult to find, 
and the new generations are often asking about the story of  the arrival of  
their ancestors to the US. When did they come? Where did they come 
from? Who were they? How did they come to the US? 

America is a land of  immigrants, so this is big not only among the Italian 
Americans. That’s why PBS has a TV show dedicated to this topic, and one 
of  the hosts of  the show is Italian American: Mary Tedesco. 

Mary, your family name in Italian means… “German”! What’s the 
story of  your family? 

I’m a second generation Italian American. Ironically, my mother is part 
German! My father, the Tedesco by surname, is 100% Italian, from a small 
town in Calabria called San Pietro a Maida. My grandfather came to the US 
in 1929 as a young boy; my grandmother was born in Rovereto, in Trentino-
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Sal Turchio 

Author of  "Cent'Anni: 100 Years of  Francis Albert Sinatra, An American Icon” 

It is not easy to say something new about a singer everybody called “The 
Voice”: probably the most important and compete artist of  the American 
XX century. Still, as this man was an Italian American, and on December 12 
2015 he would have turned 100, we feel important to dedicate one of  our 
interviews to the legend of  the great Frank Sinatra. 

To do that, we have spoken with Salvatore “Sal” Turchio: he is the State 
Historian of  the OSIA Grand Lodge of  New Jersey, the State where Frank 
Sinatra was born.  

Sal, please tell us something about the Italian roots of  Frank Sinatra 

Francis Albert Sinatra was born on December 12, 1915 in Hoboken, New 
Jersey, the only child of  Italian immigrants Saverio Antonino Martino 
Sinatra and Natalina Maria Vitoria Garaventa, who was known as Dolly. 

 “Marty” Sinatra was born in Palagonia, Sicily. He became a boxer under the 
name of  “Marty O’Brien,” because the Irish controlled everything in 
Hoboken and would not allow him to box under his Italian name. When his 
career ended he was appointed to the Hoboken Fire Department in 1927, 
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Sally Valenti 

Vice President of  Il Circolo - The Italian Cultural Society of  Palm Beaches, FL  

I’m starting to see a wonderful, very interesting pattern, in discovering that 
very often behind a cultural organization that celebrates Italy somewhere in 
the US, there’s a force of  nature embodied by an American woman of  
Italian heritage. Italian American women have always been celebrated less 
than their men, but they did and still do a lot to keep awake and proud the 
Italian communities all over America. 

Sally Valenti is the Vice President of  “Il Circolo - The Italian Cultural 
Society,” an association that has been representing, promoting and 
celebrating the Italian culture in Florida for four decades now.  

Sally, according to every person I spoke to, you are the one who has 
made and still makes Il Circolo the successful organization 
everybody loves and recognizes in Florida. First of  all, please tell us 
something about yourself  

Well my mother and my father were born in a very small town in Sicily 
called Racalmuto, in the Agrigento province. They came here with nothing, 
like many immigrants did, married here and had four children: my father 
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John M. Viola 

President and COO of  the National Italian American Foundation 

We meet John Viola in Washington at the NIAF headquarters. Outside the 
two flags welcomed us most dearly, symbolizing what the National Italian 
American Foundation has been doing. We talk to the 31-year-old president, 
and we cannot help but be curious: a comparison with what is happening in 
Italy is impossible. We must confess that we are amazed by the clarity of  his 
thought, the maturity of  his ideas and the very interesting prospects and 
innovative features that will certainly come from his leadership. 

John, it is a very pleasant surprise for us Italians to see such a young 
person in such a prestigious role. Maybe it's a habit more American 
than Italian. What’s your story? 

I get that reaction every time someone from Italy comes to see me. I come 
from a very old fashioned Italian American family: I was born in the same 
tenement house in Brooklyn where my father was born, and my father’s 
mother was born. Both my father’s and my mother’s families came from 
Italy. Ours was a very Italian neighborhood. My parents worked their way 
through school, built their companies together, moved us out into the 
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