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What’s up with WTI #197
Editorial

by Umberto Mucci

Dear friends, 

The εrst of six special inserts dedi-
cated to Two Anniversaries, One 
Heart is now online. Two Anniver-

saries, One Heart is We the Italians’ 
celebration of the 250th anniversary 
of the United States and the 80th 
anniversary of the Italian Republic. 
These milestones will take center 
stage at our Gala Dinner this year. 
Even the date of our event reζects 

https://wetheitalians.com/two-anniversaries-one-heart-en
https://wetheitalians.com/two-anniversaries-one-heart-en
https://wetheitalians.com/two-anniversaries-one-heart-en
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https://wetheitalians.com/gala-2026
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https://www.wetheitalians.com/news/a-defining-generational-moment-and-turning-point-for-the-game-in-italy
https://www.wetheitalians.com/news/a-defining-generational-moment-and-turning-point-for-the-game-in-italy
https://www.wetheitalians.com/news/a-defining-generational-moment-and-turning-point-for-the-game-in-italy
https://www.wetheitalians.com/news/a-defining-generational-moment-and-turning-point-for-the-game-in-italy
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The Calabrian briar pipe tradition 
of Vibo Valentia

Italian handcra̼s

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

In the mountains of Calabria, 
a small and little-known pro-

duction tradition has developed 
around a very speciεc object – 
the smoking pipe. In the provin-

ce of Vibo Valentia, particularly 

in towns such as Brognaturo and 
Serra San Bruno, generations of 
craδsmen have specialized in 
creating pipes from a material 
that grows naturally in the sur-

rounding forests. This activity, 
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A Áooded crypt beneath Ravenna
 reveals mosaics under water

Italian art

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

Inside a dim corner of a 5th-cen-

tury church in Ravenna, a simple 
gesture reveals an unexpected 
scene. When a visitor drops a 
1-euro coin into a small slot, a 
soδ light switches on for a few 
minutes. The glow does not illu-

minate the nave or the altar. In-

stead, it reveals what lies benea-

th the Basilica of San Francesco.

Just below the main altar, a nar-

row opening allows visitors to 
look down into an underground 
chamber about two meters be-

low ground level. At εrst glance 
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Risi e bisi
Italian cuisine

Maurizio Peccolo

Risi e Bisi is one of the most 
iconic dishes in the culinary 
tradition of the Veneto region, 
closely tied to the history of the 
Republic of Venice. It was tra-

ditionally served to the Doge 
on April 25, the feast day of 
Saint Mark – the patron saint 

of Venice – as a symbol of pro-

sperity and abundance.

Its traditional texture is descri-
bed as all’onda (“wave-like”) – 
soδer and creamier than a clas-
sic risotto, yet not as liquid as a 
soup. The rice most commonly 
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The long tradition of Italian film dubbing from 
the 1930s to the age of AI

Italian entertainment

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

Imagine Robert De Niro, Al 
Pacino, Sylvester Stallone and 
Dustin HoΦman. Close your 
eyes and think about their 
voices. They’re diΦerent, ri-
ght? Yet in Italy they were all 
dubbed by the same actor – 

Ferruccio Amendola, perhaps 
the most famous male voice 
actor in the history of Ita-

lian dubbing. Here’s another 
example: Woody Allen and 
Peter Sellers were both dub-

bed by Oreste Lionello. 
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Taranto and the ancient roman industry 
of imperial purple dye

Italian curiosities

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

In ancient times, the city of 
Taranto in southern Italy was 
known not only as an important 
naval center but also as one of 
the Mediterranean’s most va-

luable industrial hubs. Its wealth 
was linked to a rare and highly 
prized pigment – purple dye. 
This color, famous throughout 

the Roman Empire, symbolized 
authority, prestige, and weal-
th. During the 1st century AD, 
Taranto played a central role in 
producing this luxury material, 
supplying a product that only 
the most powerful people in Ro-

man society could aΦord.
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Sara Gama, the star of Italian women’s soccer

Italian sport

Federico Pasquali

Italian women’s soccer had to 
wait almost a century before gai-
ning visibility and professional 
recognition in Italy, a country 
where men’s soccer is oδen tre-

ated almost like a religion. The 
earliest traces of women’s soccer 
date back to the 1930s, when the 
Gruppo Femminile Calcistico was 

founded in Milan, one of the εrst 
teams made up entirely of wo-

men. The experiment did not last 
long, partly because of the cultu-

ral resistance of the time, and for 
many years women’s soccer re-

mained a marginal phenomenon. 
 

A real restart came only in 1968, 
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Italian wine

Mount Etna, fire and ice in the southernmost 
perennial glacier in Europe

Italian land and nature

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

On Mount Etna in Sicily, one of 
Europe’s most active volcanoes, 
εre and ice have coexisted for 
centuries. Long before modern 
refrigeration, local communities 
developed an unusual mountain 
industry that revolved around 
snow and ice. Until the ear-

ly decades of the 20th century, 
workers known as nivari – or 
nevaioli – climbed the volcano 
during winter to collect snow 
that would later be sold throu-

ghout Sicily and beyond.

Mount Etna rises to more than 











https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0GMRQ38VP
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Italy enters the age of biological computing
Italian innovation

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

Italy is stepping into one of 
the most radical frontiers of 
computing with a project that 
blends neuroscience, artiεcial 
intelligence, and a distinctly 
Italian research tradition. At 
the University of Milan, a new 
experimental study is exploring 
biological computing using li-

ving human neurons integrated 
into a computing platform. The 
initiative is led in partnership 
with Reply, a technology group 
founded in Italy and still deeply 
rooted in the country’s innova-

tion ecosystem, and represents 
the εrst structured research ef-
fort of its kind in Europe.
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Italian wine

Why so many Americans buy homes in Italy 
they will never use

My life in Italy

Matteo Cerri

If one spends even a modest 
amount of time on social media 
these days, one could easily reach 
the conclusion that half of Ame-

rica is in the process of reloca-

ting to Italy.

Everywhere one looks there are 
cheerful videos explaining how 
surprisingly simple it is to buy 
a house in a charming Italian 
village. Instagram is full of smi-
ling couples proudly standing in 
front of crumbling stone buil-
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Piemonte plans hydrogen valley to transform 
former industrial sites by 2030

Italian sustainability

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

Northern Italy is preparing a 
major step in the energy transi-
tion. The Piedmont region has 
launched an initiative designed 
to transform abandoned indu-

strial areas into hubs dedicated 
to the production and use of 
green hydrogen. The program, 
called “Piemonte Hydrogen 

Valley,” aims to create a com-

plete ecosystem that integrates 
renewable energy, hydrogen 
production, distribution, and 
industrial applications. 

The project is supported by a 
budget of 10 million euros from 
national funding linked to 
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The high-altitude lentils 
of Castelluccio di Norcia in Umbria

Italian ̈avors

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

High in the Apennine Mountains 
of central Italy, a small legume 
has become one of the most reco-

gnizable agricultural products of 
the region of Umbria. The lentils 
grown on the plateau of Castel-
luccio di Norcia are famous for 
their ζavor, size, and ability to 

grow in a challenging mountain 
environment. Cultivated at alti-
tudes between about 4,300 and 
4,900 feet, these lentils represent 
a unique example of how agricul-
ture can adapt to high-altitude 
landscapes.
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A gratitude that has endured for 50 Years – 
From Friuli Venezia Giulia to the United States

Interview with Jane Biagini

Umberto Mucci

In this year of important anni-
versaries, one concerns an Italian 
region, a tragic earthquake, and 
an extraordinary demonstration 
of friendship and solidarity that 
the United States oΦered to Italy. 
Fiδy years ago, in May 1976, Friu-

li Venezia Giulia was struck by a 

powerful earthquake.

At that time, the U.S. presence in 
Friuli Venezia Giulia was signi-
εcant, especially from a military 
standpoint. The main hub was 
Aviano Air Base, near Pordenone, 
used by the U.S. Air Force within 























https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0G6CT7LR1
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Italian wine

The industrial gold jewelry district
 of Campania

Italian industrial districs

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

The Campania gold jewelry di-
strict represents one of the most 
signiεcant industrial clusters 
in southern Italy. Concentrated 
mainly between the provinces 
of Naples and Caserta, the sec-

tor has evolved from traditional 
goldsmith activity into a structu-

red manufacturing system that 
integrates production, techno-

logy, logistics, and international 
trade. Today the district inclu-

des hundreds of companies that 
operate across the entire supply 
chain – from metal processing 
and jewelry manufacturing to 
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Connecting generations Italian style 
to fight loneliness in old age

Italian good news

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

Italy is facing a quiet but mas-
sive demographic challenge. 
Today, more than 55 million 
people worldwide live alone 
in old age, and Italy sits near 
the top of this trend. In the 
country, roughly 8.5 million 

people are over the age of 65, 
and close to 40% of them live 
by themselves. 

That share rises sharply in lar-

ge cities and among women 
over 75, where loneliness oδen 
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When the state returns to the economy.
The new era of industrial policy

Italian economy

Fabrizio Fasani

In recent months, discussing the 
global economy in the pages of 
this magazine, we have observed 
how international trade is chan-

ging in nature. Value chains are 
being reorganized, companies 
are seeking more secure supply 
networks, and governments are 

once again confronting a que-

stion that once seemed outda-

ted: economic security.

It is a profound shiδ. For more 
than thirty years we lived with 
the idea that the global market 
was capable of regulating itself. 
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The enduring allure of Italy’s 
maritime museums

Italian culture and history

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

Italy’s long and storied rela-

tionship with the sea is on full 
display in a number of mariti-
me museums across the coun-

try, oΦering visitors a chance 
to step into the world of sai-
lors, explorers and traditional 
boatbuilders. These cultural in-

stitutions preserve centuries of 
nautical history, from ancient 

navigation techniques to the li-
ved experience of life at sea. In 
many cases, the exhibits com-

bine massive ship models, real 
vessels, interactive displays and 
carefully restored artifacts to 
tell stories that span millennia.
One of the most prominent 
maritime museums in Italy is 
found in Genoa, where more 
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Record plasma donations in Italy 
reach new high in 2025

Italian healthcare

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

In 2025 Italy hit a new high in 
plasma donation, setting a re-

cord with nearly 920 tonnes of 
plasma collected nationwide. 
It’s the second straight year 
the country has passed the 
900-tonne mark, as the total 
reached 919.7 tonnes, roughly 

11 tonnes more than in 2024. 
This progress reζects growing 
engagement from millions of 
voluntary donors and the ef-
forts of blood collection cen-

ters across the national health 
system.
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Lamborghini Miura, the legend turns 60
Italian design

Alberto Improda

The automobile is a highly evo-

cative and identity–deεning 
product – one of the εelds in 
which Italian design has crea-

ted some absolute masterpie-

ces. Among these, the Lambor-

ghini Miura certainly stands 
out, an extremely iconic car 
that has recently celebrated its 
60th anniversary.

It was March 10, 1966, when 
the new car appeared before 
the public for the εrst time at 
the International Motor Show 
in Geneva. The car’s full name 
is Lamborghini P400 Miura, 
with the letter P indicating the 
rear engine placement and 400 
referring to the 4-liter displa-

cement.
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In Florence, one of the most re-

cognizable street foods comes 
from an ingredient many peo-

ple would not expect. Lampre-

dotto, a sandwich made from a 
speciεc part of a cow’s stomach, 
has been part of the city’s culi-
nary life for centuries. Despite 

its humble origins, it remains 
one of the most beloved tradi-
tional foods in Tuscany and an 
essential stop for visitors explo-

ring Florence’s markets and 
squares.

Lampredotto is prepared using 

 Lampredotto and the centuries-old street 
food tradition of Florence

Italian street food

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ









https://villacagnoni-boniotti.com/
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Changes to Italy’s Flat Tax Regime – 2026
Italian Citizenship Assistance

Italian Citizenship Assistance

Following the 2026 Annual 
Budget has come an important 
change to one of Italy’s ζat tax 
regimes, an incentive that pro-

vides some tax relief for per-

sons of certain qualiεcations. 
In this article, we cover what 
is changing this year, along 
with visa options to explore 

if you would like to call Italy 
your home.

What’s changing for the йat 
tax regime for high-net-worth 
individuals

The change comes for the ζat 
tax regime for high-net-wor-







https://italiancitizenshipassistance.com/italian-citizenship-by-residency/
https://italiancitizenshipassistance.com/italian-citizenship-by-residency/
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The living pictures tradition of Avigliano 
in Basilicata

Italian traditions

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

In the town of Avigliano, in 
the southern Italian region of 
Basilicata, an unusual artistic 
tradition transforms people 
into living paintings. Known 
as quadri plastici, or “living 

pictures,” this cultural event 
combines theater, sculptu-

re, and visual art. Each year 
during religious celebrations, 
dozens of residents take part 
in carefully staged scenes 
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The century-long journey of 
Valente’s industrial rails

Italian historical trademarks

Associazione Marchi Storici d’Italia

Its long history began in 1919. 
Since then, the race along the 
rails of Valente S.p.A. has con-

tinued swiδly and without in-

terruption. For 106 years, the 
company has worked from its 
factory in Lainate, just outside 

Milan, producing and distri-
buting every type of rail. The-

se rails are not used only – or 
even mainly – for traditional 
railway systems, but for appli-
cations far beyond what one 
might imagine. Valente’s rails 
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Tuscia, between etruscan heritage,
 medieval towns, and volcanic landscapes 

in the Lazio region

Italian territories

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

Tuscia is a historic region of 
central Italy whose roots go 
back to the time of the Etru-

scans. While the name once 
referred broadly to lands ru-

led by the ancient Etruscan 
civilization, today it is most 
oδen used to describe the 
territory around the provin-

ce of Viterbo in northern La-

Civita di Bagnoregio
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 The emerging wine tradition of Molise 
between the Adriatic and the Apennines

Italian wine

We the Italians Editorial StaΦ

Molise, one of Italy’s smal-
lest and least populated re-

gions, has a wine tradition 
that dates back thousands of 
years. Located between the 
Adriatic Sea and the Apen-

nine Mountains, this cen-

tral-southern Italian terri-
tory combines coastal plains, 
rolling hills, and higher 
mountain slopes. Within this 
relatively compact landsca-

pe, vineyards cover several 
thousand acres and support 
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